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INTRODUCTION. © 


\HE numerous anecdotes and 

adventures of my life have 

been ſo variouſly related, and! have 
been deſcribed as ſuch a monſter 

of moral deformity by thoſe who, 

no doubt, have cenſured me more 

from envy than principle, that I 
can venture to aſſert, no perſon, 
| who knows me thoroughly, could 
] poſlibly conceive the picture was 1 
1 L intended for myſelf. My foibles NM 
a and defects have been ſtudiouſjy  _ | 
b . heightened and exaggerated, while £2 ö 
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my virtues and good qualities have, 


with equal care, been either ſhad- 


ed or omitted. Shocked as a 
caught ſo imperfect and unhand- 


ſome, and ſo greatly to my diſad- 


vantage, I was induced, in juſtice 


to myſelf, to attempt a likeneſs: 


| that ſhall neither flatter nor dif- 


parage me, and to repreſent in 


their natural colours, my imper- 
fections as well as my charms; for 
ſomel muſt certainly have had, to 


account for that crowd of admir- 

ers who once contended for a pre- 
ference in my affections. At the 
ſame time, I ſhould hope that the 


inducement which has influenced 


me to exhibit myſelf to the public, 


may. 
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INTRODUCT INV. VII 
may ſerve as ſome apology for 
grouping the picture with various 
other characters; particularly as I 


have never expoſed any but thoſe . 

' whoſe vices were deſervingof cen- 
ſure, and even then too, not with- 
out reluctance, and have always 


chearfully embraced every op- 


-portunity to pay the tribute due 


to merit, 
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ME more I reflect on my 


undertaking, the more I 
am aſtoniſhed at it. I give my 


hiſtory to the public! A rare 
preſent indeed ! The various oc- 


currences of my life may perhaps 
neither prove inſtructive nor en- 


tertaining---how then can they 
intereſt the public? In conſi- 


dering myſelf in all points of 
view, I can diſcover nothing to 
make me vain enough to flatter 
myſelf with hopes of meriting 

„%% A their 
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their attention. I muſt be mad 
not to be aware of the ridicule I 
may draw on myſelt by painting 
my adventures in their natural 


colours: it is true that the 
' greateſt part of them are already 


known, and that I am no ſtranger | 


to the public; nor do I announce 
myſelf under that title. But almoſt 


every body is as unacquainted 


with the principles that have 


given motion to the ſecret ſprings 


of my fortune as with my pro- 
greſſive career through life. Per- 
haps I ought alſo to drop the 


ſubject. For (if the beſt qua- 


lity of a writer be the love of 


truth) 1 frankly own that I 


do 
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WOMAN OF INTRIG VE. 3 


do not think I have room to con- 
gratulate myſelf in that reſpect. 


The dazzling ſplendour of my 
preſent ſituation is not the entire 


reſult of what the world calls, 


real and acknowledged merit. 
Born in the center of voluptuouſ- 


neſs, from my infancy famili- 


arized with the moſt ſportive feats 
of love, I owe every thing to my 
reliſh for pleaſure. Inconſtancy, 
caprice, levity, weakneſs and ſen- 
fuality are the ſources of my ele- 


vation, Having excited the envy 


of my rivals, and the criticiſm of 


others, is perhaps a ſufficient rea- 
fon to induce me to be ſilent. 


Nevertheleſs all the reflections 


Ms -.-- that 
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that occur to me, combined with 
all thoſe my readers may be 
pleaſed to add to them, are not 

forcible enough to ſtop me. I 

muſt abſolutely ſcribble; the 

fondneſs of prattle is not the 
ſmalleſt virtue of my ſex. To 
ſuch laudible motives -am I in- 
debted for my boldneſs, other- 
wiſe I ſhould be unable to face 
without trembling, the dangers 
and inconveniences attached to 
the profeſſion of an author. 


IJ am then going to write How 
pretty an amuſement is that of 
ſcribbling! how flattering it is to 
to a perſon of my age, to ſee her- 


ſelf 
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felf in print, and perhaps read 


with ſome degree of curioſity! I 
cannot conceal my joy. A rival 


of Lady C---n in the career of 


honour, I fancy myſelf before- 


hand ſharing the glory inſepa- 


rable from the title of Heroine 


of a Novel. 


As all my preſent virtues, and 
the fame I now enjoy, proceed 
from the care my mother took _ 
of my education, I ſhould be 
guilty of the blackeſt ingratitude, 
if I ſuffered her to remain un- 
known, and thereby deprived her 


of encomiums only due to her 


talents and experience. 
a3: It 
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| | It reſts with me alone to 
AM . : = Sh 

|; give myſelf an illuſtrious origin. 
i3 5 Mrs. M--------n reckons ſome 
li biſhops among her anceſtors : 


Why may not I be entitled to 
the ſame privilege ? Do not the 


church, the bar, and the army 
afford me a ſufficient number of 
heroes to give a luſtre to the 
obſcurity of my family ? But it is 
not my wiſh to deceive. Though 
ambitious and vain, my vanity 
has in view a more certain object 
than the advantages of a chime- 
rical birth. A pretty woman 


ſeeks neither anceſtry nor poſte- 


| rity : her pedigree is herſelf ; her 
q charms give her rant : ſome in- 


trigues 
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trigues well conducted, a few 
infidelities diſguiſed with artifice, 


violent and tumultuous paſlions, 


a perpetual ſucceſſion of pleaſures, 


a brilliant fortune, twenty lovers 


who. ruin themſelves and each 


other to pleaſe her; ſuch are her 


titles, and I will have no others. 


My mother is the daughter of 
a beneficed clergyman in the 
Weſt Riding of the county of 


York. Nature had adorned her 


with all the charms requiſite to 


acquire the favours of fortune : 


ſhe united the graces of a ſtriking 


figure with a diſpoſition which 


qualified her for acting a very in- 
tereſting 


3 MEMOIRS OF A 


tereſting part in the world, if 


her deſtiny, like mine, had led 
her to London in the ſeaſon that 


ſhe might have profited by theſe 
extraordinary advantages: her at- 
tractions, ſeconded by the moſt 


happy inclinations, only wanted 


a theatre worthy of diſplaying 
them. But all the merit imagi- 
nable could be of no avail, when 
confined to the corner of a ſmall 


town in Yorkſhire. My mother 


felt all the malicious influence of 


her evil ſtars, which had reſtrict- 


ed her perfections to ſuch narrow 
limits. She fell a victim to the 
obſcurity in which ſhe lived, and 
was obliged to diſhonour her 

e beauty 
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WOMAN OF INTRIGUE. 9 


beauty by a diſguſtful alliance 
with a neighbouring country 


ſquire of ſeventy. To this hap- 
py mortal were conſigned the 


voluptuous gleanings of ſeveral 
marriages which ſhe had tempo- 
rarily contracted with all the 


lovers that the ſolitude of Caſtle 
Ford afforded her, in whoſe em- 


braces ſhe taſted the ſweets of 
ripening love. 


; Yorkſhiremen, though natu- 
rally more phlegmatic than peo- 


ple of other counties, are per- 


haps more indulgent in certain 


reſpects, and my virtuous mother 


ſo little regarded the reflections 


her 


10 MEMOIRS OF A 
her huſband might make upon 
the ſtate of her charms, that ſhe 
made no difficulty of ſubmitting 
them to his examination, with- 
out even giving herſelf the trou- 
ble to conceal their defects by 


© 2_ ſlighteſt preparation. F rom 


too confident a belief that ſhe 
| ſtill poſſeſſed what ſhe had long 
loſt, ſhe made ſome ſcruple of 
yielding to her ſtupid huſband 
the enjoyment of her healthful 
_ perſon, 


All her lovers had taken leave 
of her ſor ſome days, in order to. 
give old Titus full leiſure to ex- 
hauſt the warmth of his firſt 

„„ flame 


We 

to. 
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WOMAN OF INTRIGUE. 11 
flame with his new Aurora, 
which, moſt probably, was meant 
to ſecure their accuſtomed plea- 


ſures from any future interrup- 


tion. 


Amongſt theſe admirers, was 
an attorney, who more obſtinate 
than his rivals, perhaps from a 


refinement of delicacy, was ab- 


ſolutely determined to enjoy the 
honours of precedency on the 


day of the nuptials. In vain my 
mother repreſented to him the 
danger and ſcandal of ſuch an 
ſtill perſiſted. 
Theſe lawyers are tenacious---ſhe | 


was obliged to conſent, 


enterprize, he 


Com- 
plaiſant 


12 MEMOIRS OF A 

plaiſant to an exceſs, ſhe flat- 
tered his vanity, and promiſed 
that the day of her making the 
hymeneal vow, he ſhould tri- 
umph over the God himſelf, 
even in her huſband's own houſe. 
The lawyer, ſatisfied with this 
declaration, impatiently f ghed 
for the happy moment which 
was to place him at the ſummit 
of his wiſhes, by crowning his 


amorous exploits, 


My chaſte mother, the tender 
victim of love and duty, was led 
to the altar, where ſhe ſwore an 
eternal fidelity to her huſband, an 
oath ſhe was reſolved to keep no 
„ longer 


1 
348 
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ſure him ſucceſs. 


WOMAN OF INTRIGUVE. 13 


longer than was conſiſtent with 
her intereſt and pleaſures. The 


ceremony being finiſhed, ſhe was 
conducted to her huſband's houſe, 


attended by a pretty numerous 


train. The amorous lawyer, in 
quality of friend to the family, 
was invited to the entertainment; 


he conſtantly kept his eye upon 


her, fully determined to let flip 
no opportunity of claiming a per- 
formance of her promiſe. The 


bride, who readily gueſſed his de- 
fign, herſelf endeavoured to in- 


Fortunately 
her huſband was called out on 
buſineſs; ſhe choſe this interval 
to ſteal away, and the confuſion 

Vol. I. B that 
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14 MEMOIRS OF A 

that then prevailed, favoured her 
retreat. The attorney followed her 
from one room to another, tillthey 
found themſelves in the bakehouſe, 
which was exceedingly dark. 


Theſe happy lovers, no longer 
ſubject to the pryirty eye of curi- 
” olity, gave a looſe to all the tran- 
ſports that love is capable of in- 

ſpiring. The place deſtined to be 
the ſcene of their pleaſures was 
but poorly furniſhed. No table, 
not even a chair: all the furni- 
ture conſiſted of a great kneading 
trough, where the flour was uſu- 
ally ſlackened to make bread for 
the family. This ſorry lodging 


might 
7 
5 


WOMAN OF INTRIGUE. 13 
might have diſguſted any two per- 
ſons whoſe hearts were leſs in- 
flamed than theirs. But what 
cannot love do? It veils defor- 
mity and beautifies even uglineſs 
itſelf, This trough, a deſpicable 
object of repoſe on all other occa- 
ſions, appeared to them far pre- 
ferable to the moſt elegant bed, 
and calculated for the moſt hea- 
venly pleaſures, 


As lovers cannot converſe long 
at their eaſe in a ſtanding poſture, 
and my mother being afraid of 
ſoiling her wedding clothes, it was 
reſolved that the lawyer ſhould 
ſcat himſelf on one corner of the 
B2 trough 
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trough, taking the neceſſary pre- 
caution of holding up the {kirts 
of his coat, ſo that the flour 
could only disfigure the inſide of 
it. After having ſo wiſely con- 


certed their meaſures, they com- 


menced a very animated conver- 3 


ſation, their hearts beat in uniſon 
they were eager to give each other 
reciprocal proofs of their paſſion, 
their ſenſes were faſcinated by the 
moſt tender careſſes, they taſted 
in each others arms that delicious 
intercourſe, which conſtitutes the 
charm of love; a thouſand reite- 
rated kiſſes, ſome half-interrupted 
ſighs, forerunners of the moſt 
enchanting pleaſures, bewilderal 
their. 
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their fleeting ſouls, and plunged 


them in that exceſs of bliſs, which 
beſpeaks in ſo expreſſive a manner, 


the tranſports of voluptuouſneſs. 


The too laſcivious lawyer, who 


was only ſeated on the edge of the 
trough, which was too narrow to 


make a firm ſeat, by his violent 


95 6 0 „ 
agitation, inſenſibly loſt his equi- 
librium. The warmth of the 
converſation ſtupified him. The 


bride ſeated acroſs his knees, and 


as abſent as himſelf, was lifted up 
from the ground by the change 
of ſituation: the motions becom- 
ing more and moreviolent, haſten- 


ed the cataſtrophe ; the amorous 


33 couple 


18 MEMOIRS OF A . 
couple being juſt upon the ſlip, a 
ſight inclination backwards com- 


pleted their overthrow, and ſent 
the unfortunate lawyer to the 


bottom of the trough, where, to 
increaſe the diſaſter, he found 


himſelf ſuddenly ſwallowed up 


like a cricket, in a heap of dough. 


His chere amie, who, fortunately 


for her, previous to her ſurrender, 
had prop'd herſelf by leaning one 
hand againſt the wall, no ſooner 
perceived that he had loſt the cen- 

ter of gravity, than ſhe abandoned 
the uncertain throne. of pleafare, 


and cunningly diſengaging her- 


ſelf from the incraſed practitio-. 


er. 


Fes 


| WOMAN OF INTRIGUE. 19 
ner, who might have pull'd her 
after him in his fall, nimbly hop d 


off, and rejoined the — 


The diſtaſtrous attorney, not- 
withſtanding his exertions to eu- 


tricate himſelf from his unplea- 


{ant ſituation ,would-probably have 


remained there ſome time, had not 
his cries brought the ſquire's ſer- 
vants to his aſſiſtance. After look- 
ing for him every where, they at 
laſt found him in the kneading 


trough, from whence he was tala- 


en out, covered with dough from 
| head to foot. Nothing could re- 
ſtrain the barſts of laughter which 


his rid! culous' figure occaſioned. 


My 


. gan oo, 
o Tat , 


20 MEMOIRS or A 

My mother, who was the only one 
acquainted with the myſtery of 
the adventure, was the firſt to 
rally him; which ſhe did with 
all the aſſurance of a woman of 
the world. 


I have felected this ingenious 
trait from many others of my mo- 
ther's intrigues, merely to give 
fome idea of her inclinations, and 
to ſhew to what a degree of emi- 
12nce ſhe has been able to car ry 
that kind of virtue ſhe profeſſes, by 
uſe and experience, ſeconded by ſo 
happy a genius. I will paſs over 
an infinity of her other adventures, 
unleſs they have ſome relation to 


the 
s. 


WOMAN OF INTRIGUE. 21 
the events of my life. It is my 
own hiſtory that I am writing, 


and not her's. However, before I 

have done ſpeaking of her, juſtice 
requires that I ſhould give a ſlight 
| ſketch of the moſt {tr iking „ f 
tures of ler character. | 


ö 


e e nothing to ſay of her 


countmance, it having no longer 


ing engaging left. Let us 


any 
cometo her eſſential qualifications. 
My mother has a perfect idea of 
her buſineſs as much as a woman 
Us the world can have. She 
onght to be well acquainted with 


tie manners of the age, having 


a | traded all her life with gentlemen | 


ries to her knowled ge. Workmen, 
ſervants, all ranks have under 


Wretches, who com Poſe the infe.. 


that aceount the leſs worthyof no. 


rior orders of ſociet > Are 5 on 


tice; they are the better caloilated 


to inſtruct us, as their un poliſhed 
vices are not diſguiſed by a de. 
ceitful exterior, which often faſti- 


Nates the light, and is the meals 


of concealing the ſame Principles 
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WOMAN OF INTRIGUE. 23 


in the polite world. By proceed- 
ing in this manner, one cannot 
fail of reaping ſome benefit from 
ſtudy. Neither has ſhe any rea- 


ſon to regret the time ſhe has ſpent 


in imbibing ſuch wholeſome doc- 


trine 


From this prodigious fund of 


abilities, acquired by experience, 


ſhe has adapted a mind to deep 


intrigue: many people ſay that 


ſhe is crafty; but they are de- 
ceived, ſhe is only clever. As for 
her heart, I do not know a better, 
Addicted to few paſſions, f rom hav- 
ing loſt the ſenſe of them; eaſy 
of perſuaſion, carrying her good- 

. neſs 


—— 
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neſs beyond the limits of indo 


gence, her ſoothing tenderneſs is 
not a conſtitutional virtue ; the 


ſtrength of reflection has render- 


ed it an habitual one, infomuch 


that it may be ſaid, that her ex- 


treme complaiſance 1s not owing 
to her ſenſibility, but to her rea- 


ſon: mild, inſinuating, compli- 


ant, ever ready to apologize for 


all kinds of weakneſſes; in a word, 
worthy of being held out as a mo- 
del to thoſe women who are kind 
enough to conſecratetheir labours 
to the ſatisfaction of the public. 
Nevertheleſs, as there is nothing 
abſolutely perfect in this world, 
there are ſome ſmall ſhades in the 


picture; 


13 


Py 4 1 . > WL 8 832 7 
oe $69 oh as". N 4 = — 3 has 3 
N r 2 . 8 — r 
» * SL PE WT nn VE” > ee de RE 
; PV, eo Sd 3 
_—_ - Te Og 


N 
© 3 * . 8 LEE 
. Co. * 8 
PR TSS IEF IE n 5 A 8 


r git * e eee 
e Wong cnn 9 EO” £ 
Nom = I ER Neto "Fan wt Pc 
2 * 3 . 2 5 =» I 3 3 
. GRIER ; %; 2 mY 


- 4 , : 

8 1 
3 
N 2 rd ex 


' WOMAN OF, INTRIGUE, 25 


picture; ſhe is accuſed of being 


avaricious, and even vindictive, 


when, her intereſt is at ſtake ; to 


much attached to the amuſements 


of the table; and often drinking 


to an indecent exceſs. But by 
how many virtues does ſhe not 
compenſate for ſuch trivial foi- 


bles? 


7 


She has been ſo far ſcandalized 


as to be charged with the faults 


of love; and has been reproached 
with having ſuffered herſelf to 
be led aſtray by the ſenſual God, 
as if that could not have happen- 
ed without her being an accom- 
plice in the crime. Does not the 


Vol. 1. | abſence 
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26 MENMOIRS OF A 

abſence of ſentiment afford her 
a ſufficient excuſe ? And can we 
divine what is inviſible to us? 1 
will ſay no more of her: for! in- 
deed I feel, I can with difficulty 
repreſs the riſing impulſes of pride 
which invade. my breaft, when 1 
deſcribe too minutely the per- 
fections of a parent ſo truly de- 
ſerving of my eſteem and vene- 
ration. 


My mother, Wik 4 1 M 
juſt repreſented her, ſpent ſome 
years with her huſband in to- 
lerable quiet. The good old man, 
charmed with her pregnancy, 
adopted the whole progeny of 

his 
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his bedfellow. She made him 
father to five children, of which 
number I am. With all my 
mother's arrangements, ſhe did 
not however pride herſelf upon 
an exact obſervance of conjugal 
fidelity. She well knew that every 
thing has its proper limits; and 
that virtue, carried to an exceſs, 
may become an imperfection: 
this induced her to civilize her's. 
It would therefore be extremely 
difficult to form any certain opi- 
nion relative to the birth of her 
children. She never had any, 
whoſe parentage ſhe could con- 
fine to a preciſe æra. I have 
often preſſed her to inform me 

C 2 2 
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to whom 1 owe my entrance into 
life; but ſhe has never been able 
to give me any poſitive aſſurance 
on that head; for, by her own 
confeſſion, upon ſcrupulouſly cal- 
culatmg the number of days 
clapſed, from the inſtant of my 
formation to that of my birth, 
there ariſes a doubt in her mind, 
which runs upon ſeven different 
perſons, among whom ſhe can- 
not conſcientiouſly decide; how- 
ever; to do me honour, as well as 
herſelf, ſhe traces my origin to 
Lord CAI, one of the ſeven. He 
was a young officer, whom ſhe 
conſidered merely as a bird of 
paſſage : I only know him by 


name, 
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name. My mother, who often 
made ſudden conqueſts of this 
nature, was ſubject to loſe them 
as quickly. 


I ſhall ſlightly paſs over the 
| firſt years of my life; they con- 
tain nothing ſufficiently ſtriking 
to amuſe the curioſity of my 
readers, and the infancy of moſt 
people is ſpent in the ſame man- 
ner : I had a very promiſing lit- 
tle face; my features in their 
imperfect ſtate, diſcovered ſome 
ſymptoms of beauty. My mo- 
ther, aware of the reſources that 
ſuch advantages might eventually 
afford, ſpared no pains in cul- 

? C 3. twatng 
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tivating my blooming charms; 
ſhe relied very much upon them, 
and conſidered them as an intro- 
duction to the moſt brilliant ad- 
ventures. Tired of the company 
of her debilitated huſband, and 
diſſiking a ſmall town where ſhe 
could find no variety, ſhe 're- 
ſolved to change both air and 
reſidence, and went to ſettle at 
Vork. I was not forgotten---ſhe 
took me with her---and I was 
perhaps the moſt” valuable of 
the effects ſhe carried from the 
place of her nativity, 


On our arrival at York, my 
mother gave herſelf out as a 
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widow; this title confined her 
to a certain decency of behaviour, 
that was exceedingly troubleſome: 
ſhe was ſoon diſguſtedwith a place 
fo little ſuitable to her inclina- 


tions. Theſe motives induced. 


her to marry again, as, according 


to her mode of thinking, her 


firſt marriage. was diſſolved by 


her being no longer on the ſame 


ſpot. In truth, this ſecond mar- 
riage was one of thoſe alliances, 


deſtitute of all ceremony, where 


only the inclination of the par- 


ties is required, without any other 


formality. This. ſecondary huſ- 


band was a maſter of languages, 
Who ſpoke "oy bad French and 
broken 
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broken German, and yet taught 
both; in other reſpects, he was 


exactly ſuch a man as my mother 
wanted: that is ſaying the moſt 
of him in a few words. After 


being divorced ſeven years, my 
mother was at length informed 


of the death of the ſquire, her 


firſt huſband: this gave her an 


opportunity of uniting herſelf le- 


gally with her ſecond bridegroom. 


I viſibly increaſed in growth, and 
my mother was daily confirmed 
in the flattering idea ſhe enter- 
tained of my charms. She took 
care to provide me with a dancing- 
maſter, and nothing was neglect- 


ed to improve the graces of my 


perſon ; 
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perſon; as for my heart and 
underſtanding, the formation of 
them was entirely left to Nature. 


My mother, for ſome time 
ſatiated with the pleaſures of the 
world, began to wiſh for a little 
reſt ; but ſhe did not chuſe to 
retire altogether, without having 
procured the reverſion in my fa- 
vour. Having now reached my 
thirteenth year, it is time I 
ſhould make my appearance; and 
I am going to inliſt in her ſtead, 


Although at a time of life that 
the paſſions do but ſlightly touch 
the heart, 1 began to have ſome 
feeling. 
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feeling. The ſight of a well 


made man excited my curioſity 
in the moſt unaccountable man- 
ner. I was more affected by the 


impreſſion of ſuch an object, 


than by the impulſes of common 


curioſity. My little ſoul was 
deeply ſtruck by the ſingularity 


of this kind of ſoft and pleaſing 
languor. I endeavoured to diſſi- 
pate the confuſion of my ideas ; 
the myſtery of them fretted me- 
1 wiſhed to baniſh them from 
my mind, but my abſence was 
momentary=--I could not avoid 
returning to the fubject---Seduced 
by an innocent charm, I yielded 
to its influence, From ſeeking 

= into 
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into hidden cauſes, my eyes were 


opened by degrees -I already diſ- 


covered a little. What an 
excellent preceptreſs is Nature! 


her own experience the conſe- 


quence of leaving to a young 
mind the liberty of unravelling 


ſuch a myſtery, was firmly re- 
ſolved to prevent my profiting by 
the reflections that might occur 


to me. Fearing that the happy 


cConſtitution I ſeemed to have in- 


herited from her, might lead me 
aſtray, ſhe never loſt ſight of me, 


and ſupplied the place of duenna, 
with an attention which would 
have 
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have been very commendable, 
had it proceeded from a different 
principle; ....-... -- | 


I had an infinity of lovers; 
whenever I went out, I perceiv- 


ed their eyes were conſtantly fix- | 


ed on me. The eagerneſs of their 
looks gave me inward ſatisfac- 
tion; I felt a ſecret emotion: J 
could not well divine their mean- 
ing but 1 indiſcriminately i 1Ma- 
: gined that there was 'a pleaſure 
in granting what was required of 
me. 

One of theſe admir ers was an 
officer, Who had often tried in 


vain 
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vain to ſpeak to me privately, 
but had always been baffled by 
my mother's vigilance. At length, 


| wearied with the ill ſucceſs of his 


meaſures, he determined to apply 


to her perſonally, in order to ob- 


tain me by her conſent. Though 


my mother was quite delighted 


with the engaging and perſua- 
ſive manner in which he expreſſ- 
ed his wiſhes, ſhe at firſt ſtarted 
many difficulties, only by way 
of inflaming his defires. . The 
officer preſſed her hard; ſhe ex- 
cuſed herſelf; ſtill he perſiſted, 
After diſputing the ground inch 
by inch, the marriage was at 
length agreed on; and my charms 

-Vor. l. having 
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having been valued, my ſettle- 
ment was fixed at one hundred 
guineas ; an exorbitant ſum out 
of an officer's pocket. The 
money, which was the principal 


object of our matrimonial con- 


#1 ventions, was depoſited, and the 1 
day fixed for the celebr ation of : 
the nuptials. — 


For want of time, my mother 3 
could only give me ſome preli- 
7 minary inſtructions, that I might 
10 | ſupport with dignity the cha 
5 racter of wife to a cornet of | 

dragoons. What to me was the 
moſt advantageous part. of the 
; engagement. I had contracted, 
was, 
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was, that my intended huſband 
could only ſtop at York to con- 


ſummate his marriage. Being 
ordered to rejoin his regiment, 
he could not prolong his ſtay 
upon any account. The early 
proſpect of being a widow did 
not terrify me: although the 
officer was of a handſome figure, 


he had made but a flight im- 


preſſion on my heart. I heard 


his departure ſpoken of with 
unconcern. I had been ſo ac- 


cuſtomed to obey my mother, 


that I had conſented from no 


other motive. We both got into 


a carriage that had been ſent to 
take us to the church of a neigh- 


9 3 bouring 
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bouring village, and had already 
reached the city gates, when a 
moſt unexpected accident obliged 
us to turn back. An officer of 
high rank, related to my intended 
huſband, and who intereſted him- 
| ſelf very untimely in his welfare, 
had obtained orders for him to 
leave York immediately. This 
troubleſome relation arrived there 
the very day choſen for our wed- 
ding. | Farewel all ſchemes of 
_ pleaſure! The propoſed match was 
broken off. He was obliged to 
ſubmit, and take leave of a place 
where a ſucceſſion of amuſements 


had made him too long forget 
\ I 1 


5 3 
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The hundred guineas that my 
mother had in hand, conſoled 


her in ſome meaſure for the loſs 
of her ſon-in-law. Various lovers 
courted the honour of my al- 
liance; my widowhood had not 
affected my beauty; and J ſtill 


really poſſeſſed every thing that 


was neceſſary to make the man 
of my choice experience, how 
flattering it is to vanity, to ini- 
tiate a woman in the myſteries 


of Hymen. But it was high time, 


this delicious fruit was ready to 


drop from the tree. 


Under pretence of learnin 8 


German, G-----th had not many 


Dis: Q 
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days made acquaintance with my 
father-in-law ; by giving him 
ſuppers he inſinuated himſelf into 
his good graces. Having ſecured 


his protection, he was intent 
on gaining my mother's inte- 
reſt. Some - well- timed preſents 
diſpoſed her, if not to hear 
him favourably, at leaſt to give 
him hopes, which engaged him 
to redouble his attention and 
a ſſiduity. 


I was not inſenfible to his 
efforts to pleaſe me. G-----th, 
was amiable ; with a prepoſſeſſ- 


ing countenance, a ſoft, engaging 
diſpoſition, and calculated for the 


enjoyments 
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enjoyments of ſociety; tender, 
obliging, officious, obedient to 
the ſex, and in continual purſuit 
of pleaſure. What allurements to 


ſeduce a heart like mine, which, 


although unexperienced, felt a 


ſupernatural propenſity for vo- 
luptuouſneſs! He eaſily perceiv- 


ed the impreſſion he had made hy 
on me; it only remained to find 
an opportunity favourable to the 


inclination I cheriſhed for him. 


It was harveſt time. G- th, 
whoſe whole ſtudy was to eſtabliſh 


| himſelf in my mother's good opi- 


nion, propoſed a party of plea- 


lure, which was accepted. He 
: accordingly 
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accordingly conducted us to his 


country ſeat, where every thing. 
was prepared for our reception. 
The fecret penchant he had in- 


ſpired me with, made me enjoy 


inexpreſiible delight in partaking 
of the diverſions he procured for 
us. How ſweet 1t 1s to owe our 
pleaſures to thoſe we love! My. 
mother, whoſe intereſt was in- 
ſeparable from mine, had very 
ſtrongly 1ecommended me to be 
upon my guard, and not to 


grant him any unbecoming li- 
berties. For the firſt. time in 
my hfe, I found her prohibition 
unreaſonable. For what purpoſe, 
ſaid I to myſelf, does ſhe wiſh to 
conſtrain 
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ten ii me ſo much as to II- 


treat a man who adores me? 


Does not what I feel for him en- 


courage me againſt all the dan- 


gers with which Iam threatened? 


What have I to fear? But is not 
my mother jealous ? Oh no, ſhe 
has told me a thouſand times that 


her heart had loſt its ſenſibility, 
It is then from pure caprice that 


ſhe forbids me things which 


ought to be charming, although 


Jam unacquainted with them: 


I am tranſported with the imper- 


feck idea I have formed of them; 


I will know this ſomething that 


ſhe wiſhes to keep me ignorant 


of. Thus from one reflection to 


another, 
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another, I prepared for love an 


eaſy triumph over my heart, to- 


which the acceſs was already 


made by the ſole inſtinct of 
pleaſure, 


My imagination, filled with. 


theſe intereſting ideas, did not. 


leave me a moment's repoſe. The: 
ſatisfaction that G---—th felt at 
being near me; had increaſed. his. 


natural vivacity and: good hu- 
mour: this only rendered him 


more fit to inſpire me with de- 


ſires. Theſe. deſires kept me in 


continual. agitation : I could not 
cloſe my eyes the whole night. 


| got up at day break, and went 


down 


CG 
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down into the garden with an 


intention of giving a turn to my 


thoughts. G th, who had 


not ſlept more than myſelf, was 
at the window of his apartment, 
and no ſooner ſaw me ſtrike 
down a bower at the bottom of 
the garden, than he came di- 


rectly after me. I was too deeply 


bent on the object of my medi- 


tations to perceive that any body 


was following me. You are a 
very early riſer, Ma'am,” ſaid he, 


on approaching me. His voice 


recalled me from my reverie. 1 
firſt endeavoured to avoid him, 


but my ſurpriſe prevented me. 


I. remained ſpeechleſs ; a variety 
8 of 
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of contradictory ideas ſtruggled 
in my mind. When 1 thought 
of running away, an unknown 
charm with-held me. I was 

moved. The diſorder that the pre- 
ſence of G th excited in my 
heart, kept me ſilent. I feared, 
I wiſhed, without being able to 
diſcover the principle of my 
wiſhes or fears. We looked ſome 

time at each other without ſpeak- 
ing a word. He was too good 

a judge not to divine what paſſed 
1a my foul. He at length broke 

ſilence, and taking one of my 
hands, which I could not pre- 
vent him from kiſſing, will you 

be ſo good, my dear lady, ſaid 

| he, 
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he, Cas to allow me to walk with 


you.” 
plied I, trembling. *How kind 


Moſt willingly, Sir, re- 


you are!” continued he, repeat- 
ing the kiſs I cannot ' expreſs 
how much I am obliged to you 
for this favour.” Pray, Sir, faid 
I, bluſhing, moderate the exceſs 
of your gratitude. At the fame 
time I made a feeble effort to 
withdraw my hand. Our eyes 


met at this very inſtant. I im- 
bibed from his an ardour that 
conſumed me. My face felt as 
H on fire; the quick palpitations 
of my heart almoſt took away- 
my breath ; my trembling knees 
could ſcarce ſupport me. I was 
Vo“. I. E obliged 
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obliged to fit down on the graſs, 
to endeavour to recover the uſe 


1 
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of my ſenſes. G th imme 
diately fell at my feet: this atti- 


tude redoubled my emotion; his 
pathetic looks pierced me through 
and through; my heart was more 


and more overwhelmed by the 
faſcinating delirium ; my eyes 


grew dim; I could no longer 


diſtinguiſh the objects that ſur- 
rounded me: the diforder of my 
ſenſes reached my foul, and cauſed 


a ſudden revolution that deprived 
me of all ſenſibility; a ſentiment 
partaking of pleafure and pain 


reſtored me tolife——1 opened my 


eyes, and found myſelf in the 
. arms 
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arms of the victorious Deity. 


of his triumph; but what I had 
juſt experienced did not permit 
me to be angry. 


The firit taſte I had of ſenſua- 
lity threw me into raptures that! 
could not withſtand, I found 

ineffable delight in loſing myſelf 

| in an abyſs of pleaſures. G—-th 
ſhared my tranſports, and by his 
fond careſſes, ſtill prolonged the 
inchanting illuſion ; my beauties | 
diſplayed to his view, and devour- 
ed by his burning kiſſes, ſeemed 
to throw him into extacy. Some- 
Ez times 
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times motionleſs, the faculties cf 
the ſoul remained as if ſuſ pended; 
then carried away by a torrent of 


deſires, his irritated love could no 
longer govern the ardour of his 


paſſions. 1 was all on fire, and 


my heart failed me every inſtant, 


The completion of our wiſhes, 
far from exhauſting our ſenſibili- 


ty, revived them with more vio- 
lence. Wie had been two hours 


togetlier andIfcarcley thought a 


few moments had elapſed. 


Me were in one of the moſt cri- 


tical parts of our interview, when 
my mother came upon us una- 
wares, interrupted our ſports, 


put 
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put to flight our love, and petre- 
fied me with her preſence. She 
vented her fury againſt G th 
in the moſt bitter reproaches; the 
moſt inveterate expreſſions were 
laviſhed on him. He ſtood this 
firſt fire, and perceiving the heat 
of her paſſion to be evaporated in 
abuſe, undertook to appeaſe her 
entirely by juſtifying his temerity. 
Obliged to confeſs his fault, ſince 
the ſituation he was ſtill in, ſpoke 
againſt him, heendeavoured to co- 
Jour it in the moſt plauſible man- 
ner: he made my mother the. 
moſt dazzling promiſes, gave 
her pledges for the performance 
of his word; and by means of. 

Ne „ his 
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his money and polite behaviour, 
found the ſecret of pacifying her, 
and reſtoring peace. The evil 
being paſt remedy, nothing elſe 
could be done. A; 


After ſpending ſome days at 


this houſe, we returned to York. 


.- th continued to viſit me; his 


conſtant occupation ſeemed to be 


to pleaſe me, and to cultivate my 


reliſh for the myſteries of love : 
but through the unaccountable 
caprice of my character, this re- 


iſh that he had given me, render- 


ed him the victim of my incon- 
ſtancy. I ſometimes found him 
lefs tender than I could have 

pos wiſhed. 


33 i tos) ie PCS 


* n — 
* Z ² ˙Ü᷑ ET OF. 


WOMAN OP INTRIGUE. 55 
wiſhed. Every day J acquired 
ſome further inſight. G -th ap- 
peared to me too much attached 
to trifles, in the very moments 
that my vivacity made me long : 
for more ſerious buſineſs. It 
{eemed me to very ſingular, that he 
ſhould neglect the ſubſtance to a- 
muſe himſelf with the ſhadow, 
which could not compenſate for 
its loſs. I often attempted to 
bring him back to the reality, 
without being able to ſucceed. 
This put me out of humour. 1 
ſought the cauſe of ſo ſurpriſing 
a change. By dint of reflection, 
I conceived that the faculties of 
men had evidently certain bounds, 


and 
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and that the ſenſibility they poſ- 
ſeſſed, not being equal to their 
 . deſires, their imagination was ob- 


lged to ſupply the place of it, till 
their vigour returned. Theſe 


puerile amuſements were no lon-- 
ger agreeable to me, after having 
enjoyed ſome others of a different: 
nature. I withed that G-----th's. 
' paſſion could have carried him 
greater lengths, Which would have 
been more ſuitable to my conſti- 
tution. But what was to be done? 


There was no help for this miſ- 


fortune, and I could not reform 


the order of things. 
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I communicated my grief to 
my mother ; ſhe took a kind con- 
cern in my ſufferings, and a friend- 


ſhip for me ſuggeſted to her a me- 


thod of alleviating them. She ad- 


viſed me to add to G- th ſome 


perſons capable of filling up the 
intervals; and pointed out to me 


that by ſuch a conduct, though 


advantageous on many accounts, 


I could not fail to make conſider- 


able improvements in our affairs 


as well as in my pleafures. I re- 
liſhed leſſons of policy that agreed 
ſo well with the diſpoſition of my 
heart. We did not long wait for 
an opportunity of trying the ex- 
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parliament, who 05 for me, 
: propoſed terms of accommodation 
tous bya kind of ſecretary, whom 
he employed on theſe particular 
occaſions. I accepted his condi- 
tions. He was introduced with 
ſome precautions, that G----th 
might not be frightened away in 
the early ſtage of the intrigue. I 
was ſo well pleaſed with this 
increaſe of patrimony that I 
grew more and more fond of this 
new acquiſition. Though the 
fenator thought me very prudent, 
I did not think proper to be ſo: 
he was a party concerned; that a- 
lone was ſufficient for me not to. 
abide by his deciſions, 
N Many 
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Many members of parliament 


and officers quartered in the city 
and the neighboured honoured me 
With their viſits. G----th fancied 


he perceived ſome indecorum in 


my conduct, and was willing to 


upbraid me with! it. I treated him 
with contempt. The majeſty of 


my reproaches alienated his affec- 
tions; we quarrelled, and I was 


very glad to get rid of ſo trouble 
ſome a comptroller of my amuſe- 


ments. 


We lived very agreeably ; a con- 
tinual ſucceſſion of pleaſures fill- 


ed up every interval. My wiſhes, 


gr atified as ſoon as formed, 


even 


W 
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even often anticipated, daily ex- 
hibited the prodigious inclination 
I had for enjoyment. But it is 
extremely difficult to preſerve for 
a length of time a brilliant repu- 
tation, without being expoſed to 
the ſhafts of envy: ours did not 
eſcape cenſure. The moſt inno- 
cent of our actions were converted. 
into crimes. Fortune, who had 
ſmiled upon us in the beginning, 
inſenſibly changed her counte- 
nance. The number of my ad- 
mirers viſtbly diminiſhed : I was 
forced tocontent myſelf with more 
humble conqueſts. This com- 
pletely brought my charms into 
diſrepute. A cheap purchaſe does 
not 
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not enrich the ſeller: we ſadly ex- 
perienced the truth of this trite 


obſervation ; for on ſumming up 
our little profits, we had the mor- 
_ tification to find our affairs in a 


very deep decline. 


We had not huſbanded For- 
tune's favours, but had impru- 
dently flattered ourſelves that ſhe 


would be conſtant to us: puffed 
up with proſperity, our blindneſs 


cauſed our ruin, and we now 
found ourſelves leſs advanced than 
at our firſt entree. into life. The 


bad poſture of our affairs not per- 


mitting us to remain longer with 
credit in a country, where we had 
Vo. I. . made 
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made ſome figure, we neceſſarily 
thought of retiring from it. 


My mother diſliking a town 
where merit had been fo poorly 


rewarded, readily determined on 


leaving it. Her diſtreſs induced her 


to think of going to London: 


what ſhe had heard of it awak- 


ened her hopes. It was agreed 


that in that capital we ſhould en- 
deavour to captivate the favour of 


Fortune. We accordingly took 
places in the ſtage- coach, and ſet 
off, My mother was no ſooner 

ſeated in the carriage, than the 
poured forth all the imprecations 
a gainſt Vork and its unjuſt inha- 
bitants, 
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bitants, that a reaſonable reſent- 
ment could dictate. e 


We were now on the road to 
London with the favings of avery 
flender fortune. When I quitted 


York, I had not been fo univerſal- 
ly abandoned as not to leave ſome 
people concerned for my welfare. 


The fon of a counſellor of that 


town had been a long time ſtruck 


with my charms; but the high 
value that had been ſet upon them, 


had hitherto been an obſtacle to 
the declaration of his paſſion, and 
had kept him within the bounds 


of reſpect. Being informed of my 
departure, his love for me led him 
F 2 to 
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to make an attempt on his father's 
ſtrong box, the contents of which 
he carried off. He immediately 
followed us, and overtook the 
coach before dinner- time. My 
mother, who knew him, received 
him with that coolneſs which 
was natural to her. It was in 
vain that he made to her as 
well as to my father- in- lw the 
moſt polite advances he could 
think of. Nothing had any effect. 
We alighted for dinner, during 
which he had no reaſon to con- 
gratulate himſelf on the ſtep he 
had juſt taken. We roſe from 
table, and as every body thought 
of participating the expence, my 
travel- 
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travelling lover, rich with pater- 
nal ſpoils, diſplayed ſuch a heavy 


purſe: of gold, that he attracted 


my mother's notice. She was fot- 
tened at the ſight of it, and anſwer- 


ed the converſation he afterwards 
addreſſed to us in a milder tone. 
He divined the motive, that diſ- 
poſed things ſo much in his fa- 
vour This happy change made 
him hope that the event would be 
equally favourable to him. When 


we ſtopped to ſleep, he took my 
mother aſide, and made ſuch bril- 


tant overtures to her, conſidering 
the preſent ſituation of our affairs, 
that ſhe was quite dazzled by them. 


The treaty was ſpeedily concluded, 
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to the ſatisfaction of all parties. A 


kind of verbal contract was drawn 
up without the aid of an attorney, 


and I was givenin marriage with- 
out any other conſiderations: but 
throagh my mother's inadverten- 
cy, for which as a woman of ex- 


experience ſhe cannot be too much 


; blamed, the neglected to have my 
dowry depoſited. Is ſuch impru- 


dence to be forgiven ? 


Accuſtomed to haſty agree- 
ments, I conſented without re- 
luctance, to whatever was required 
of me. I was prompted by inter- 
eſt, a powerful incentive, and my 
mother had always told me, that 
nothing 
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nothing elſe ought to weigh ſo 


much with a girl, whoſe only re- 


ſource againſt the frowns of for- 
tune were her charms. I was 
moreover. urged by the allure- 
ment of pleaſure, for which I had 
an inſatiable appetite, that I have 
ever indulged from the firſt trial 


that I made of it. My father-in- 


law and my mother took upon 


themſelves the care of putting us 


into the nuptial bed; and as my 


marriage was a clandeſtine alli- 


ance, which they wiſhed to con- 


ceal from the knowledge of our 


fellow-travellers, they ſlept in the 
ſame room that we did, in order 


to ſecure us from all intruſion. 


This 
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This odious night, which, of 
all others I ever ſpent, ought to 
have been the beſt rewarded; a 
night that I was the dupe of my 
confidence and goodneſs of heart, 
perhaps the only one that I have 
any thing to reproach myſelf with; 
this night, I ſay, the monument 
of my ſhame, and of the ingrati- 


tude of a traitor, was witneſs to 

the moſt tender myſteries. Oh 
Love why could you ſuffer a 

heart entirely devoted to you, 
be ſo cruelly deceived? Did my 

ſincerity in ſurrendering myſelf 
to the villam, who played upon 

my credulity, deſerve to be treated 

with 
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with ſo much indignity? How 
many careſſes did I not laviſh on 


the ungrateful wretch to whom J 
yielded all my charms? Languiſh- 


ing raptures, eager embraces, vio- 
lent tranſports, my whole ſoul en- 
tirely gave way to the ſoft effuſi- 


ons of the pureſt and moſt delici- 


ous joy. The proofs I gave him of 
my paſſion, varied in a thouſand. 
different ways, ſeemed to increaſe. 
in proportion to the deſires with 


which love inſpired him. I ex- 


poſed to the perfidious fellow all 


the treaſures of ſenſuality, and by 


ſome ſupernatural exertions, I 
even exhauſted the laſt reſour ces of 


of tenderneſs. At length, over- 


COme 
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come by the multiplicity. and ex- 
ceſs of our pleaſures, we both felt | 
faſt aſleep in the arms of love. 


But what were my feelings when 
F awoke! It was ſcarce day- break 
when were we rouſed. from our 
ſlumbers. My lover, whoſe heart 

I thought myſelf in poſſeſſion of, © 
eſpecially after all that I had done 
to pleaſe him, roſe in a great 
hurry; no ſooner was he dreſſed, 
than, forgetting my kindneſs and 
the obligations he owed me, he 
aſſumed a. ſtile of acknowledg- 
ment that petrified us with ſur- 
priſe. * I ſhall return to York,” 
faidhe--Ladies, I with you a good 
journey; 
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journey; you are going to a.gity 
where the charms of Mits Louiſa 
muſt inſure you future happineſs. 
With reſpect to our agreement, be 
Jo good as to let me off for the 
1 Preſent; by fulfilling it, I ſhould 
deprive myſelf of the needful, to 
give you a ſuperfluity; the loſs of 
which, your youth and beauty will 
eaſily repair. So good morning to 
you.“ Saying this, he made a low 
bow, and went out, leaving us as 
much amazed at his coolneſs as 
his impudence. What could we 
do? Condemned to vent our grief 
q in uſeleſs lamentations, we got 
again into the coach, and were 
forced to brook an affront, which 
| 11 
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if diſcovered, would have made 


us the * of every 


body. 


It may be well ſuppoſed that 1 


was 1n very bad humour during 


the remainder of the journey. 
clergyman, who was an inſide 
paſſenger, and going to London 
to get rid of the gout, made ſome 


Propoſals to me. I did not liſten 
to him. The recent leſſon I had re- 
ceived had given me an averſion 


to all ſtage-coach adventures. T' 
have ever ſince taken care to have 


in view this inſtance of the per- 
fidy of men, in order to be upon 
my guard againſt their tricks. 


We 
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We at laſt reached London, 


whither we had directed our ſteps 


in conſequence of the conqueſts 
to which we aſpired. We took 
ready furniſhed lodgings in Par- 
liament-ſtreet ; contenting our- 
ſelves with this humble habita- 
tion till Love could provide us a 


more decent one, 


My mother was pretty well ac- 


quainted with the geography of 


London ; from different accounts 
ſhe had gathered a perfect know- 
ledge of the manners of its inha- 

bitants: ſhe knew in what light 
ſtrangers were conſidered; for 


which reaſon ſhe made me keep 


Vor. I E 7 | on 


74 MEMOIRS OF A 


on my country garb. This was in 
ſome meaſure ſhewing me off in 
the moſt ſeducing manner. Some 
days elapſed without any thing 
remerkable happening to me. I 
perceived that people looked at me 
with eagerneſs, as if ſtruck with 
ſome new object. Many flattering 
compliments were often paid me 
on the graces of my perſon ; and 
if I choſe to believe them, I might 
without vanity fancy myſelf pret- 
ty well made; add to that a tole- 
rable face, adorned with fine 
brown hair, ofa prodigious len gth, 
that fell down in flowing ringlets 
below my riding habit, which ſet off 
the fineneſs and elegance of a well 
pro- 


— 
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proportioned waiſt. All this was 
ſufficiently ſtriking to raiſe the 
curioſity of many who wiſhed to 


be more intimate with me. 


In our neighbourhood lived one 


of the Secretaries to the Treaſury. 


Whenever I paſſed under his 
window, he ogled me with the 


_ greateſt attention. Being wholly 
unemployed, and in want of ſome 


recreation, I had taken notice of 
him ; ſome kind looks I favoured 


him with, made him watch for 
me with diligence. Theſe child- 
ren of F ortune are not fond of 


ſighingin vain; accuſtomed to ra- 
pid purſuits, their ſanguine and pe- 
G2 tulant 
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tulant deſires know no bounds; te 
love meand to let me know it, was 
not for him the work of two days. 
An officious lady charged with the 
honourable commiſſion of making 
me ſenſible of his ſufferings, ſerved 
as a mediatrix : ſhe paid us a viſit 
under pretence of being a neigh- 
bour: after the preliminaries of po 
liteneſs uſual on thoſe occaſions, 
ſhe came to the point. She began by 
informing my mother that Mr. 
R----n being taken up with more 
important concerns, and not able 
on that account to ſubmit to the 
trifling forms of making love, had 
begged her to ſpeak to us for him, 
and to tell us that I had the good 
fortune 
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fortune to pleaſe his fancy; that he 


was ready to give us the moſt indiſ- 


putable proofs of his eſteem: ſhe 


finiſhed her compliments by advi- 


ſing us not to loſe ſo favourable an 


opportunity; adding, that we had 


to do with a generous man, who 
loved to enjoy himſelf at his eaſe; 
and that neither our intereſt nor 
conſcience could permit us tolet a 


man languiſh, who was ſo ſervice- 
able to the ſtate; and that there was 


no time to be loſt. 


Our reply was very ſhort—the 
argument. was weighty. Mr. 


Rn; conducted by his worthy 


Ambaſladreſs, came himſelf to con 


firm what ſhe had already told us 
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by his orders. He was received 
with all imaginable honours, and- 


as rich favourites generally are. 
Before he entered into converſa- 


tion with me, he took my mother 


into an adjoining! room. I partly 
overheard what paſſed between 
them. Mrs. K---y,” ſaid he, chas 5 
aſſured me that your daughter 18 
prudent. Jam very glad of it, as 


Jam not fond of your giddy girls. 


My greateſt pleaſure will be to 
keep her ſo; however don't go to 
deceive me, for I am not a novice 


in theſe matters.” Ilaughed to my- 


felf at this comical reflection. He 
then immediately came to me, and 


every body reſpectfully withdrew. 


When 


of the fidelity he expected from 
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When we were left alone, I con- 


vinced him by my coyneſs, that 


he had not been impoſed upon ; 


that I was in reality a moſt valu- 


able acquiſition; and that he was 
greatly indebted to Mrs. K-----y 
for her. exquiſite choice in cater- 


ing. 


The next morning a mantua- 


maker brought me a very hand- 
ſome gown, with a letter from 


Mr. R.. il. He intreated me 


to accept this trifling preſent as a 
token of his love, and to pay at- 
tention to the colour (the dreſs 


was blue) which was an emblem 


me. 
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me. Although LI had no relifh 


for conſtancy, I nevertheleſs was 


going to anſwer him in an heroic 


ſtyle, when he entered himſelf. 


He came. to congratulate himſelf 
on the good effect of his gal- 


lantry, and I had again, the hap- 
pineſs to merit. his pr aiſes. 


This good underſtanding laſted 


ſome days, when the capricious 
Mr. RI. n forgot his oaths, 


and all 
viſits. Surpriſed at ſuch a con- 


once diſcontinued his 


duct, I was at a loſs what to 
aſcribe it to. Though he had 
made no very deep impreſſion on 
my heart, I was notwithſtandin g 

very 
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very uneaſy about it, as well as 
my mother. We liked his li- 
berality. A week paſſed without 
our hearing from him; we then 
thought proper to wait on Mrs. | 


 K----y, with whom we held a 


oy Conference. 


The reſult Was, that J was to 


expect nothing more from Mr. 


R-------n. But Mrs. K----y be- 


ing a woman of expedient, un- 
dertook to conſole me, and ſuc- 


ceeded. She pointed out to me 


my youth and beauty as the ſureſt 


means of compenſating for the 
loſs of one lover by the acquiſi- 
tion of a thouſand others. What 

{hall 
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| ſhall I ſay? She preſented me 


with the moſt agreeable pro- | 


ſpects; painted the delights of va- 


riety in colours ſo ſeducing, that 


in ſpite of my ſecret repugnance, 


ſhe overcame my ſcruples; and 


to crown her generoſity, ſhe of- 


fered me her ſervices in fo cor- 


dial a manner, that I eould 
not poſlibly withſtand her im- 
portunity.. 


We were upon the point of 
taking leave of the eloquent 
Mrs. K----y, when a tall, thin, 
elderly man called upon her. 
After receiving him very gra- 
ciouſly, ſhe introduced him to 


me 


1 
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me as one of her beſt friends, 


and whom ſhe aſſured me was 


worthy of that conſideration ſne 
begged I would have for him. 


The old gentleman, proud of this 
flattering recommendation, ap- 


proached me with all the fami- 
liarity of an old acquaintance, 


and perſuaded me to go into 


another room. I was ſo incon- 
fiderate, that I never thought of 
making the leaſt reſiſtance, 


Such a beginning was not very 
pleaſing to me. I already wiſhed 
to diſengage myſelf from this 


pretty tete-a-tete; but it was firſt 
neceſſary to merit the reward of 


my 
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my compliance, which was not ſo 
eaſily effected. This ſkeleton hat 
I had to revive, was very far gone 
indeed. I made the moſt incre- 
dible efforts to diſſipate his drow- 
ſineſs. What uſeleſs trouble! 
Impotence ſeemed to poſſeſs his 


ſoul, and I deſpaired of ſucceſs. 


My condeſcenſion made me bluſh: 
I, who had uſed to forward lovers, 
to be now obliged to anticipate 


latent deſires ! In vain I perſe- 


vered, encouraged by the glory of 
performing wonders ; I was filled 
with indignation at the part I 
acted. How humiliating to a 
woman who thinks herſelf hand- 

ſome, to meet with ſuch incorri- 
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rigible inſenſibilityl Twenty times 


diſheartened at the ill ſucceſs of 
my kindneſs, I was ready to re- 
linquiſh my undertaking. At 


length, quite fatigued with two 


hours ſpeculation on impalpable 


affairs, I drew from the poor ghoſt 


an expiring ſigh, a faint homage 


which his gratitude paid to my 


generoſity. After having very 


liberally rewarded Mrs. K——y, 


to whom he gave a moſt favour- 


able account of the excellence and 


{weetneſs of my diſpoſition, he 


went away. 
A bluſterin g, fiery ber of the 


Guards ſucceeded this paraletic 
old fellow. Here was a very op- 
Vor. I. HH: poſite 
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polite ſcene. His ardent paſſion 


did not leaveme a moment's peace. 


I was pleaſed with his firſt addreſs. 


His prolonged and reiterated tran- 
ſports were ſo much to my hiking, 
that I entirely abandoned myſelf 

to them. He was delighted with 

my good humour. We amuſed 
ourſelves a long while with ſuch 


enjoyment as made me ample 


amends for the trouble I had ex- 


perienced in the preceding adven- 


ture. When he withdrew, other 
candidates came to fill the vacant 
poſt, and idleneſs was baniſhed 
from this temple of pleaſure. } 


Thenumberof Mrs. K——y'sac- 


quaintance was prodigious: people 


of all ranks and of allcomplexions; | 


© princes... 
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_ Princes, peers, partiſans, clerks in 


office, officers, magiſtrates, law- 


yers, merchants, clergymen; citi- 


Zens, ſtrangers, all were let in. 


Her houſe was the general ven- 


 dez-wous of the four quarters of 


the globe, where every traveller 


brought his offering to the Cy- 


prian Queen. Intereſt opened the 


door, and Senſuality did the ho- 


nours of the houſe. 


It was in one of theſe inter- 


views that J got acquainted with 


Tom F——y, (now Lord:F——y) 
who did not overlook my charms, 
though placed in ſo improper a 
ſphere. He made me ſome very 


advantageous offers; and promiſed 


H 2 to 
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to promote my future welfare, 
provided I would reſtrict myſelf 
to the happineſs of pleaſing him. 
I cheartully conſented. The firſt 
quarter's allowance being paid in 
advance, prepoſſeſſed me in fa- 
vour of a man who acted fo libe- 
rally. As I hved too near Mrs. 
K——y, to aſſure him a ceſſation 
of the trade that had been the 
baſis of my friendſhip with her, 
he thought proper to remove me; 
and I went to live under his pro- 
tection in New Cavendiſh-ſtreet. 
I was hardly ſettled there, before 
I perceived that I had made a new 
conqueſt, - Billy H=—=r, well 
known to all the pretty women in 
town, 
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town, by his happy talent of ſe- 
ducing their virtue by his viſionary 
inſinuations, ſaw me, and fell in 
love with me. I ſuffered myſelf 
to be cajoled by the deceitful 
hopes with which he fed me; but 
all theſe ſplendid projects ended in 
ſome ſumptuous entertainment, 
for the expence of which he ob- 
tained credit. Fortunately for 

me, I found out that he thought 

to dazzle me with brilliant pro- 

ſpects, before I had contracted 
any ſerious engagement with him. 
This diſcovery made me ſuppreſs 
the effects of aforwardneſs, vehich 
might have prejudiced me in Mr. 
F——y's good opinion. His ge- 
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nerous behaviour to me deſerved 
ſome diſcretion on my part. The 
ſolidity of his funds appeared to 
me preferable to the ſuperficial 
ones of Billy H——r. I had 
arranged matters fo prudently, 


that the proprietor of my charms 
did not perceive the little extra- 
vagancies into which I had led 
him. I had alſo the good luck to 
conceal from him my acquain- 
tance with a new friend, to whoſe 
houſe I went to paſs away my 
idle hours. Beſides being kept in 
breath by this wholeſome exerciſe, 
I reaped a double benefit from it, 
by the addition to my pin-money. 
The pitcher does not go often 
| to 
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cc to the water, but it comes home 
broken at laſt.” This prover- 


bial truth I learned from fatal ex- 
perience. Tom F-, though 


much attached to me, nevertheleſs 


ſometimes made uſe of the privi- 
leges to which his liberality inti- 


tled him; he went from home now 
and then, to rouſe his languid paſ- 


ſions. My evil deſtiny led him to 


Mrs. W——n's, who had the ma- 


nagement of my private intrigues. 


He introduced himſelf in ſtile. I 


was propoſed to him ; my charms 


were ſo highly extolled that he 


| begged to ſee me. A mercury in 
waiting is immediately diſpatched 


to me; I follow him back in- 


ſtantly. 
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I enter. Heavens, how great was 


my ſurpriſe ! I at firſt thought it 


was a dream ; but the bitter re- 
proaches with which Mr. F——y 


loaded me, ſoon convinced me of 
my error. As I ſaw that the mif- 
fortune was irreparable, I was 
determined at leaſt to yield with 
dignity. I did not heſitate a mo- 
ment; but pretending to have 


come there merely for the pur- 


pole of detecting his. inconſtan- 
cy, I ſaid every thing to him that 


a real fit of jealouſy could have 


dictated ;, and, after having for- 
bid him for ever the honour of 


re-appearing in my preſence, I 


went out, caſting a fierce diſdain- 


ful. 


0 
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ful look at him. « You got won- 


derfully well out of the ſcrape,” 
ſaid Mrs. W——n, © into which 


my impr adent zeal had hurried 


you. I have done the miſchief: 1 
will try to make you amends. 
Come, don't be diſheartened, 


but a trifling loſs. If I know 


your diſpoſition, you are ready 

to deſpiſe ſuch accidents.” 
When I had reached home, I 

did not ſtand reflecting on what 


had paſſed. Reflections wear the 
mind, eſpecially when they are 


employed on vexatious ſubjects. 
The virtuous Mrs. W——n had 


given me encouragement, and I felt 


a reſolution ſuperior to misfor- 
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tunes. I continued to pay her 


frequent viſits. During that time 


I had leiſure to examine the na- 
ture of the paſſions. The reader 


muſt permit me to drop the cur- 


tain over a picture capable of 


averting the looks of the moſt 
indelicate perſons. Although my 
fituation does not compel me to 


obey certain laws of decorum and 


modeſty, which the caprice of 


mankind has been pleaſed to im- 
poſe on us, yet there are certain 
offenſive nudities that ought not 
to be expoſed; and love has ne- 
ver been ſo little veiled as in tho 


temples where ſenſuality makes 


frequent ſacrifices. Unruly ar- 


dour, 


WOMAN OF INTRIGUE. 95 
dour, ridiculous anger, deſires 


extinguiſhed as ſoon as formed, 


perpetual inconſtancy, tumultu- 


ous paſſions, unaccountable wan- 


derings, deliriums where the ſoul 


is loſt in queſt of ſenſations which 
eſcape it ; thoſe are the ſecret mo- 
tions that inceſſantly diverſify the 
odious and revolting objects of 
this ſhifting ſcene. 


Though deeply verſed in the 


myſteries of love, I nevertheleſs 


found its pleaſures troubleſome. 
and infipid. I grew diſguſted 


with my ſituation, and was at a 
loſs how to retire from it, when 
chance ſupplied me with the 
means, | 

£7 We 
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We had formed a party to ſee 4 
the exhibition; the day was fixed: 


my hair- dreſſer ſpent the greateſt 
part of the morning in putting | 
my hair in order. He exhauſted f 
his ſcience. I think I have ſaid *® 
that I have a fine head of hair. 
On viewing myſelf in the glaſs, 


1 was moſt agreeably ſurpriſed _ 
with the wonderful effects of art. 3 
I beheld myſelf with infinite plea- 
ſure. While my maid was buſy 
in arranging my toilet, ſhe threw 
ſome papers out of the window, 


| that had been cut for my hair, 


which accidentally fell on the bi- 
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ſhop of W who was 
paſling by at that moment. By 
„ 
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one of thoſe miracles produced 


by ſympathy, the charm made 


him ſtop: ſecret inſtinct gave him 
a preſentiment of. ſome ſweet ad- 
venture, and he looked up to con- 
jecture from whence the inchant- 
ment proceeded. He expected te 


ſee at the window one of thoſe 
faſcinating beauties, who throw 


their nets from a firſt floor, to 


catch thoſe hearts which are im- 


prudent enough to fall into 


; the ambuſcade. Surpriſed at mak- 


ing no new diſcovery, this re- 
doubled his curiofity:; my win- 
.dows being ſtill open made him 
ſuſpect it to be the place that con- 


cealed thoſe charms to which his 
= fert 
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heart was already devoted. He 
accordingly knocked at the door, 
and came directly up ſtairs, _ 
ed by attraction. 

He entered my room with that 


eaſy air and manly aſſurance, which 
merit inſpires when ſupported by 


affluence: his addreſs: was plain 


and ingenuous. You delight me 
my queen,” ſaid he; if I have 


not a very different effect on you, 
you will not complain of the in- 
utility of my ſighs. Are you a- 
lone?“ My mother coming in at 
that inſtant, joined in the conver- 


ſation, and ſaved me the trouble of 
anſwering him with that frankneſs 


he ſeemed willing to exact. The 
bar gain 
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bargain being made, new arrange- 


ments took place, and I removed 
to a houſe in Curzon ſtreet, May- 
Fair, where I was made proprietor 


of all the furniture. 
I was this time deſirous of ſee- 
ing, whether I could, by a more 


prudent conduct, ſecure to myſelf 


the attachment of the biſhop of 


W—=—r, But what reſource is 
there againſt the fickleneſs of men? 


It was to little purpoſe that I con- 


ſtrained myſelf by acting with de- 


corum ; the inconſtant prelate vio- 


lated his oaths, and abandoned me 


at the end of three months, with- 
cout aſſigning any other cauſe than 


the weakneſs of an exhauſted heart. 
1 2 I had 


100 MEMOIRS OP A 


I had behaved ſo handſomely to- 
wards him, and had carried on 
ſome little pilgrimages with ſo 
much diſcretion, that he never had 
the leaſt knowledge of them. I. 


had therefore nothing to reproach 


myſelf with, he alone was in fault. 
Innocence is not much affected 
by unmerited misfortunes: I was: 
eaſily conſoled, and left myſelf en- 
tirely at the diſpoſal of fortune. 
I was now again reduced to put 
in practice the knight errantry of 
intrigue, and was on the point of 
reſuming my early habitudes, when 
I perceived that the biſhop: of 
Wr, in quitting me, had left 


me atreaſure which till then had re- 
mained 
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that buſineſs myſelf. I took the 
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mained unnoticed: he had placed 


about my perſon a kind of old du- 


enna, to watch narrowly on my 
conduct. This woman, won by 


my civilities, was attached to me. 


She put me out of conceit with 


the part I was going toa&t. After 
the deſertion of my epiſcopal lov- 
er, ſhe pointed out to me the diſ- 


2 advantage of only owing my con- 
queſts to the mediation of a third 


perſon, and adviſed me to manage 


? 


hint, and reſolved to ſhow mylelr 
at public places, where I had net 


yet made my appearance. I be- 


gan, by going to the opera. There 
I diſplayed my charms, (in a box 
13 1 had 
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I had purpoſely hired) heightened I 
by all the alturements which the 
elegant ſimplicity of my drefs 
could poſſibly excite. | 
As ſoon as I was ſeated: the ſpy-- 1 
ing glaſſes of all the pretty fellows ; 
were pointed at me.. They are. 
common in this place, where the 
gratification of the ſenſes is the 
only divinity that is revered. If the 
deſire of pleaſing, and that ſatiſ- 
faction which reſults from giving 
birth to deſires, be called coquetry, I 
will confeſs myſelf guilty of it. I 
was not inſenſible to the delight of | 
ſceing myſelf the object of anxious | 
: curioſity. I perceived ſome rivals, 
whoſe . eyes pretended to e- | 
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amine me with diſdain; but the at- 
tention of the public made me 
amends for the impertinence of 

their looks: beſides, the inſulting 

air with which they endeavoured 
to compoſe their countenance, was | 
a new encomium for me, and 
taught me my worth. 
I 'was too attentive to the dif- 

ferent commotions I raiſed, to 
think of the performance. Se- 
veral men of faſhion came into 
my box, to pay their reſpects to 
me, and make me overtures, One 
may at leaſt be a little vain, with- 
out being unreaſonable. I had 
engroſſed almoſt all the ſuffrages 
of the company, without hav- 
ing 
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ing ſolicited them. I fancied my- 


ſelf in a ſeraglio of men deſtined 
to my pleaſures, where I could 
reign like a ſultan, and throw the 


handkerchief to him who. ſhould 


have the good fortune to awaken 


my ſenſibility. 
I was ſo well pleaſed with this 
experiment, that I went there 


eonſtantly. All the ſmart fre- 
quenters of the opera ſighed for 


me. I made a-few of them hap- 
Py, and had the glory of ſeeing 
at my feet ſome. illuſtrious per- 
ſonages, Who were. not aſhamed 
to forget their conſequence in my 
preſence, I then underſtood bet- 
ter than ever, that there 1s na- 
thing 
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ung in the world ſuperior to a 
pretty woman, and that the em- 
pire of beauty has no linits. 
Vet in ſpite of all the ſplen- 
dour of my acquaintance, I did 
not advance very rapidly towards 
the temple of Fortune. Although 
the great will do every thing for 
enjoyment, their liberality can- 
not be depended on, eſpecially 
when, like me, you. form no 
permanent connexion with them. 
Sometimes: on coming home, 1 
made ſome animadverſions on the 
vanity. of the age, which ”—_ 
me the head-ach. 

I was quite overcome with the 
fatigue: of my daily excurſions, 
and 
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and wanted reſt, I wiſhed to 
make a kind of retreat. Sir Rich- 
ard S———ns preſented himſelf, 
to fill a vacant part of my ſoli- 
tude, I accepted his offers, and 
he undertook to render me con- 
ſtant. I exerted myſelf. to ſecond 


his good intentions. Every thing 
went on well at firſt. Sir Richard 
would have bluſhed to find fault 
with my expences; he laviſhed 


his generoſity like a favourite of 


fortune, who in the firſt warmth 
of gratitude, is willing to {how 


himſelf worthy of his deſtiny. I 


could not have failed being hap- 


py with him, if ſome unexpected 
bickerings had not embroiled my 
neareſt 
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neareſt relations, and deranged 


the peaceable ſituation we enjoy- 
ed. My father-in-law got into 


ſome quarr els, was beat, and ſet 
the whole neighbourhood in an 
uproar. A magiſtrate of the pa- 


riſh, informed of this domeſtic 
ſtrife, recommended us to change 
our habitation, in or der to avoid 


ſcandal. His advice was urgent. 
As we ſaw the neceſſity of fol- 
lowing it, we ſubmitted, and 
went to reſide in Lower-Groſve- 
nor ſtreet. 


It was there J got acquainted 


with Lord V——e. This Adonis, 


near ſeventy years old, whoſe 
foul has ftill ſome remembrance 
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of paſt voluptuouſneſs, deſervetl, 
by his long ſervices, to have been 
invalided by Venus. Reduced to 


be. contented with the. deluſion of 
a contemplative paſſion, his heart 


anceſſantly ſeeks to revive his ex- 


tinct deſires. He vainly fancies 


himſelf ſtill viſited by ſome ſparks 
of ſenſuality; but theſe faint 


atoms are ſuddenly extinguiſhed 


by the coldneſs of an exhauſted 
imagination. Yet, notwithſtand- 
ing the inſurmountable. obſtacles 


that appear to have for ever ſe- 
vered him from enjoyment, he 


cannot forſake his fond habits, 
An old warrior in the field of love, 
he wiſhes to die in the bed of ho- 


nour. 
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nour. I have often ſeen him in 
the delirium of a mute rage, try- 
ing to ſtruggle with his misfor- 
tunes, and flattering himſelf with 
being able to find again in the 
arms of love, thoſe tender inſtants, 
of which his memory ſtill retains 


fo delightful and fo forlorn an 


1mage. 
The part of a comforter is ex- 


tremely difficult to ſuſtain. It is 


a ſad thing to have nothing but 
objects of pity in conſtant view. 
The debilitated peer, by dint of 
exciting my compaſſion, became 


my averſion. I ſaw that there 


was no help for his misfortune, 
and that I was exerciſing the ge- 
Vol. I. K neroſity) 
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neroſity of my ſoul to no pur- 
poſe whatever. The laſt reſource 
of phyſicians, is to ſend the pa- 
tients whom they give over, either 
to Bath or Briſtol. Some ſuch 
expedient ſhould be deviſed for 
thoſe perſons whoſe hearts are af- 
flicted with incurable languiſh- 
ment. ; 
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TI adviſed my ſuperannuated lo- 4 
ver to wait till time ſhould have | 
cured his infirmity, and not to 4 
throw away any longer in my ; 
company, thoſe uſeleſs moments | 
which he might employ in a man- 
ner more ſuitable to his preſent 
ſituation. Although I repreſented 
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he was unreaſonable enough to 
be angry. He upbraided me with 


his kindneſs, and abſolutely in- 
ſiſted on my returning him ſome 
of the preſents with which his 


magnificence had honoured me. 


Thoſe that he valued moſt, con- 
ſiſted of a watch, and a gown 


belonging to his lady. This ſtile 
appeared to me quite new. I was 
by no means accuſtomed to make 
reſtitutions. I told his lordſhip 
that my conſcience did not per- 
mit me to diſpoſſeſs myſelf of his 
gifts, and that they were too dear 
to my heart to think of parting 


with them. In ſpite of my re- 
monſtrances, he ſtill perſiſted in 
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his demands. We at length came. 


to this compromiſe, that I ſhould 
keep the gown, and give him 
back the watch, which was to be 
appraiſed, that he might pay me 
the value of it. Our differences 
being thus terminated, we ſepa- 


rated. 


Sir Peter B— UI ſtepped into 


Lord V——e's place, whoſe coad- 


jutor he had been for ſome time. 


1 attempted in vain to fix his in- 


conſtancy; but it was impoſſible 


for me ever to convert him into a 


real lover. Always uneaſy, flighty, 


only wiſhing to have a little taſte 


of pleaſure, the ſole idea of a ſe- 
rious connection ſtartled him. I 
obtained 
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obtained nothing by preaching to 
him, for he did not feel the mora- 


lity of my doctrine. | Satisfied With 


having made me ſenſible of the 


firſt impreſſions of a tranſitory 


ſentiment, he had chalked out for 


himſelf a ſyſtem of enjoyment, 


adapted, as he ſaid, to the con- 
ſtitution of his heart, which was 
incompatible with conſtant ſen- 


ſibility. Diſcouraged by his per- 


petual infidelities, TI loſt all hopes 
of reforming ſo frivolous a paſ- 
ſion, and locked out for ſome 
more ſubſtantial ſucceſſor. 

The apartments we occupied 
faced a large houſe, inhabited by 
the Lord Chamberlain, who was 

1 alſo 
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alſo a Knight of the Garter, 1 
had remarked, that I attracted the 
attention of one of his ſons, who- 
ſeemed to watch for an opportu- 
mty of: bowing to me. His inten- 
tion being ſo laudable, it would- 
have been the height of cruelty 
to have let him languith. I con- 
deſcended to take notice of his 
polite advances; a ſmile told him 
that I gueſs'd his deſign, and was: 
not offended with him. He im- 
mediately came to acknowledge 
my kindneſs, and had reaſon to 
be ſatisfied with the reception L 
gave him. He paid me the moſt 


flattering compliments upon my 


perſon. His encomiums Were too 
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intereſting to my vanity, for me 


not to be affected by them. He ſaid 
ſo many civil things to me as diſ- 


poſed me entirely in his favour. Be- 


ſides, Ned C—y is amiable; his 
ſenſible countenance ' ſpeaks. for 


him ; his features, without be- 


ing regular, are ſet off 21 with 


that je ne ſcars quoi, ſo calcu- 
lated for touching the heart; he 


is gay, lively, obliging, and his 
ſparkling eyes expreſs the diſpo- 
ſition of a ſoul formed for enjoy- 


ment. I felt myſelf naturally in- 


clined to wiſh: him well, and his 


aſſiduities would eaſily have drawn 


the ſecret from my heart; but, 


whether from diffidence, or the fear 
of ſeeing his flame unrewarded, 
on 
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on account of his father's econo- 
my, he was contented with afk- 
ing leave to give me a ſu pper at 
my own lodgings, to which he 
was to invite three of his friends. 
I acquieſced, and he did not fail 
bringing the gueſts that very 


evening. Having previouſly ſent 
in a hamper of the choiceſt wines, 
two courſes and a deſert were ele- 
gantly ſerved from a neighbour-" 
ing tavern. Joy and feſtivity pre- 
ſided at the entertainment. There 


was nothing but witty ſallies, 
ſtrokes of pleaſantry, and bor 
mots. I was in the beſt hu- 
mour poſſible. Figure to your- 
ſelf four foppiſh Oxonians, but 
| fuch 
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fuch only as have the gaiety and 
graces of the Univerſity without 
its pedantry and impertin ence 
I emulouſly ſtriving to merit my ap- 
probation by their little attentions, 
contending for the honour of raiſ- 
ing my paſſions, endeavouring to 
ſoften me by the attraction of plea- 
ſure, which they held out to me 
under all the various ſhapes that 
a voluptuous imagination, ſecond- 


ed by the deſire of pleaſing, could 
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 ficiouſneſs, the ſame offers from 
1 all quarters, theſe four charming 
1 rivals fixed me alternately, My 
1 ſenſes were faſcinated ; my heart 
_  Inceſlantly. 
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inceſſantly flying from pleaſure 
to pleaſure, was at a loſs on 
what object to ſettle its] wander- 
ing deſires. M-——ce B— tt at 
firſt appeared to decide my ſuſ- 
pence ; when the elder B——e 
lamented my deciſion in ſo tender 
a ſtrain, that I was overwhelmed | 
with uncertainty. George A—gh, 


who has inherited nothing from 
his father but the ingenuity of his 
underſtanding, perplexed me ex- 
ceedingly by his interference; and 
young Ned C——y, to increaſe the 
uproar, claimed his privileges, gent- 
y upbraided me with injuſtice, and 


called love to witneſs the ſincerity 
85 of his tranſports. What was I 


* 
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to do in ſo tickliſh a conjuncture? 


The idea of taking them all four, 


vas the firſt that ſtruck me, but 


the thing was impracticable: it 


was neceſſary to chuſe. To whom 


then was I to give the preference? 
I was at a ſtand. After ſurvey- 
ing them all round, I came back 


again to C——y: he caught me 


in his arms; my undecided heart 
heſitated no longer. Love pro- 
nounced him to be the happy 


| man, and my . enraptured ſoul 


partook his pleaſure and his tri- 

umph, = 
Supper being over, the victo- 
rious Edward remained maſter of 
the field of battle; he did not 
- >: know 
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know how to expreſs the joy he 
conceived at a preference ſo dear 
to his heart; his exceſlive grati- 
tude taught me how deeply he 
was penetrated, I felt the vio- 
lence of my inclination for him 
increaſe every inſtant, Never had 
love made me experience ſuch ex- 
quiſite pleaſure, My heart for 
the firſt time was yielded up with- 
out the leaſt reſerve, I could not 
have lived without C——y. My 
only delight was the thoughts of 
poſſeſſing him. To love him and be 
beloved by him, appeared to me the 
only happineſs of which my ſoul 
could be ſenſible. I ſaw with plea- 
ſure that I had made the ſame im- 
5 5 preſſion 
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: preſſion on him. Attached to 
each other by the ties of the 
moſt tender paſſion, what was 
wanting to render us completely 
happy, but the continuation. of 
our felicity ? 5 
I fell dangerouſly ill; my lo- 
ver ſcarcely ever left my bed- ſide. 
Words cannot convey any idea 
of the impulſes of love and gra- 
titude which glowed within my 
breaſt; even in the arms of death, 
I could think but of him alone; 
his grief affected me more than 
the danger that threatened me. 
Love took pity on us, and re- 
ſtored me to life. Cy dried 
up his tears; tranſports of joy 
Vol. I L ſucceeded 
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ſucceeded thoſe of deſpair, when 
I read my recovery in his eyes. 
Convinced of the tender concern 
he took in it, 1 fancied myſelf 
out of danger as ſoon as I ſaw 
that his fears diminiſhed. Was 
it poſſible for me, without being 
the worſt of women, not to adore. 
'A lover ſo worthy of all my af- 
fection ? 
It may be imagined that after 
C had inſpired me with 
theſe ſentiments, I had an utter 
averſion to the unſettled life 1 
had hitherto led. I forſook it 
entirely. My mother, who re- 
garded nothing but her intereſt, 
ſeeing her projects partly diſcon- 


certed 
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certed by this new line of con- 
duct, did not approve of my way 
of thinking. She was willing to 
remonſtrate with me, but I turn- 
ed a deaf ear to her. It now was 
the province of love alone to diſ- 
poſe of me.. bee 
Notwithſtanding. my repug- 
nance, my mother believed that 
ſhe had. ſtill ſufficient influence 
over me, to flatter herſelf that I 
would not reſiſt her openly. Re- 
lying on her authority, ſhe ap- 
pointed Lord M rd. Ned 
C——y was juſt gone out when 
his Lordſhip was announced. My 
mother conducted him into my 
apartment. I received him very 


* 


13 2 coldly; 
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coldly ; he miſtook this for diſſi- 


mulation, and made ſome at- 
tempts, in which he was diſap- 
pointed. His defires conſequently 


became more ardent, and my re- 


ſiſtance more obſtinate. In vain 
my mother tried to ſeduce me by 


her careſſes, or intimidate me by 
her threats. I was inexorable. 


Lord M——rd went away, and 


left me at the mercy of my mo- 
ther's clamorous reproaches. I 


did nothing but fret the remain- 


der of the day, When C——y 
came home in the evening, he 
found me bathed in tears. He 


earneſtly begged me to let him 


know the cauſe of them. I loved 


him 
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him too well to conceal any thing, 
from him. His pation was ex- 
tremely hurt at ſuch an outrage; 

he propoſed carrying me off. I 

conſented without heſitation, as it 

was the only way of ſecuring me 

againſt any treſh attempts. The 

next morning being fixed on for 
our elopement, I went out about 
ten o'clock ; my lover waited for 
me at the corner of the ſtreet ; I 
there got into his carriage, and 
we drove away to a boarding 
ſchool near Hammer rſmith. On 
the road he inceſſantly loaded me 
with the moſt tender careſſes. 
This proof I gave him of my love 
and affection, did not permit him 
L 3 to 
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to doubt any longer the ſincerity 
of my ſentiments. 

On our arrival at Mrs. De 1a 


— academy, C——y took 
leave of me. In order to avoid 
ſuſpicion, he had aſſumed a ficti- 
tious name with her, and I paſſed 
for his ſiſter. The young ladies 
ſhowed me every demonſtration of 


kindneſs, I admired the apparent 
tranquillity of theſe dear girls; 
yet it never once came into my 


head to imitate them. My lover 
came to ſee me almoſt every day; 3 


and my paſſion for him, though 


labouring under the ceremonious 
conſtraint of a ſuppoſed relation- 
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ſhip, only ſunk deeper into my 
heart. . 

However, my mother enraged 
at my eſcape, uſed the utmoſt di- 
ligence to diſcover the place of my 
retreat. She ſuſpected that C—y_ 
was privy to my flight, although 
he pretended to be ſenſibly grieved 


at my abſence, and continued 
paying her the allowance he made 


me; ſo that, though ſeparated 
from her, ſhe ſtill enjoyed all the 


privileges annexed to my pre- 


ſence. But as theſe perquiſites did 
not correſpond with the greatneſs 
of her deſigns, ſhe was not the 


leſs bent on finding me out. 
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Upon the ſtrength of my 
_ charms, my mother had built 
ſome hazardous projects as exten- 
five as her ambition. A recent 
adventure had {till more increaſed 
her natural inclination for the 
favours of fortune. Lord P——y 
was juſt ſeparated from his lady, 
in ſpite of the efforts of prodiga- 
lity he made to detain her. His 
heart deſpairing at ſo cruel a loſs, 
appeared to be inconſolable. The 
elegant and judicious uſe he makes 
of his riches, made all the faſhion- 
able world take a concern in his 
grief. The managers of both 
play- houſes emulouſly contended 
for the honour of re-eſtabliſhing 
| the 


WOMAN OF INTRIGUE. 129 
the tranquillity of his ſoul. The 
managers of the opera, alſo 
touched by his misfortune, fre- 
quently viſited him by deputy ; 
and the moſt beautiful fgurantes 
were carefully ſelected for theſe 
embaſſies. The prieſteſſes of Ve- 
nus, and their flocks of all ranks, 
deſerted the Cytherean temples, to 
go and pay him their compli- 
ments of condolence. His houſe 
was never empty. Nothing but 
beauties of all degrees were to be 
ſeen in the ſtreets leading to it; 
ſome whoſe charms were ſcarce 
blown and not yet arrived to ma- 
turity; ſome juſt initiated; others 
formed, modeſt, gentle, tender, 

8 proud, 
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proud, and impudent; ſome train - 
ed up privately; others audacious, 
and known by ſome ſignal adven- 
tures. Mothers carried their 
daughters there; nieces got them- 
ſelves introduced by their aunts. 
What inchantments were not em-- 
ployed to diſſipate the melancholy 
of the unfortunate Midas ! La- 


bour m vain, the blow was. too 


ſevere; his ſoul inacceſſible to 


conſolation, was conſumed with- 


the moſt violent grief. He groaned. 


inceſſantly, and his afflicted ima- 


gination at every moment pre- 


ſented him the cheriſhed image of 
his faithleſs reſtal. Rent with. 


woe, he vainly ſought that re- 
poſe, 
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Poſe, which was never within his 
reach. His immenſe fortune, that 
ſource of gold, formed and aug- 
mented by a fortunate mar- 
riage of his father, the Duke of 
N.. d, who preſerved till 
death a fondneſs for the niceties 


of calculation, had overflowed. 


There, every body dipped at plea- 


ſure; all drank, all quenched their 


thirſt; he alone in prey to a burn- 
ing fever, could not gratify the 
paſſion that tormented him. 
Public report had informed 
my mother of this great event. 


She was more deeply concerned 


than ever at being ſeparated from 
me, 1n a conjuncture ſo favoura- 


able 
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ble to the improvement of our 
fortune. She had cauſed my 


name to be inſerted in the liſt of 
candidates. As we naturally be- 


heve what we ardently wiſh, ſhe 
did not doubt but my perſon 
would gain me the moſt honour- 
able diſtinctions, and perhaps 
make me obtain the prize. But 


where was I to be found? After 


the moſt diligent enquiries ſhe had 
not yet been able to diſcover the 


place of my retreat. At laſt, an 
honeſt bailiff, her friend and pro- 


tector, in whoſe boſom ſhe had 
depoſited all her ſorrows and 
hopes, promiſed to uſe the ut- 
moſt exertions to find me out. 
1— 
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He poſted ſome W to watch 
and follow C——y. By this 
means they cod out my ſanc- 
tuary. This diſcovery encouraged 
my mother; ſhe conſulted her 
worthy agent, who again promiſed 
her his aſſiſtance to.inſure the ſuc- 
.ceſs of her projet. He ſent her 
.to Lord P — y's valet-de-cham- 
bre, and adviſed her to ſubmit 


my charms to his patronage. 

The confidant of a man of gal- 
lantry is a more conſiderable per- 
ſon than is imagined, eſpecially of 
ſuch a favourite of the fair as Lord 
P—y ; indeed it is like being a 
' miniſter on a ſmall-ſcale. He re- 
ceived my mother with the ſeri- 

Vol. I. dus 
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ous air of a man taken up with 
the moſt important affairs, and 
did not look chearfully till ſhe 
announced herſelf as the mother 
of a pretty girl. This title drew 
his attention: the attractions of 
my perſon were highly commend- 
ed: my mother ſpoke feelingly, 
It was requiſite to deſcribe my 
face minutely. This deſcription 
moved her auditor. He was af- 

fected by fine things; he ſighed : 
it was abſolutely neceſſary to win 
his friendſhip ; that was a decided 
ſtroke. My mother had long ago 
given up the pleaſures of the age; 

nevertheleſs ſne found herſelf un- 

der the neceſſity of making an ef- 
fort 
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fort upon the inactivity of her 
Z conſtitution. This ſpecimen of 


voluptuouſneſs delighted the va- 
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Jet-de-chambre; as a connoifſeur 
he concluded, that the offspring 
of ſuch a ſtock ought to. be ſome- 
thing exquiſite, and worthy of 
being conſecrated to the pleaſures 
of his maſter. He therefore pro- 
miſed to intereſt himſelf in my 
behalf, and kept his word. 

The account he gave .to Lord 
P——y was agreeably received, 
and ſuſpended his grief for ſome 
moments. Very well,” ſaid his 
lordthip, “ fee her for me, and if 
her beauty be not exaggerated, 
perhaps ſhe may make me forget = 

M23 the 
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ungrateful Counteſs.” Upon this, 


the faithful emiſſary haſtens to 


the boarding- ſchool, and inquires 


for me. I no ſooner appeared 


than he informed me very con- 


ciſely of his maſter's intentions, 
and flattered me with the moſt 


brilliant deſtiny. 1 anſwered theſe 


magnificent propoſals with great 


indifference, and begged him not 
to importune me any more, tell- 


ing him, that I was reſolved to- 
refuſe what Lord P——y did me 
the honour of bidding for. 1 


then left him abruptly. 


My firſt buſineſs was to let 


C——y know of this new adven- 
ture: hei mmediately came to con- 


duct 
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duct me to another place. 1 
gladly conſented. I] felt infinite 
pleaſure in aſſuring him of the 


poſſeſſion of my heart, and ſe- 
cretly enjoyed the ſweet ſatisfac- 


tion of proving to him by this 


recent ſacrifice, that I only loved 


him for his own ſake. 


On my mother's coming to 


take me away from Mrs. De la 


T——e's, ſhe was exceedingly 


diſappointed to find that I had 


left it the day before. Nothing 
could equal her fury at ſeeing 
her meaſures {o unexpectedly de- 


feated. She went to look for 
C——y, and abuſed him in the 


moſt outrageous manner. After 


M 3 having 
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having vented her anger, they 


forced her to withdraw ; ſhe did 


not give up the matter, but peti- 
tioned the ſitting magiſtrates, ac- 
cuſed -C——y of a rape, and 


made ſo much buſtle, that though 


he might eaſily have ſilenced her, 


by bringing witneſſes to prove 
that ſhe had repeatedly ſold what 
he was charged with having ra- 


viſhed, he was obliged from his 
ſituation, and to put a ſtop to 


her unbecoming clamour, to ſur- 
render me into her hands. 

My lamentations were vain : 
I was obliged to ſubmit to my 
fate, and conſent againſt my wall 
to be the victim of my mother's. 


avarice 
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avarice and ambition. It may be 
ſuppoſed that I entertained no 
very favourable idea of Lord 


P——y; but I confeſs that my 
imagination did not come up to 


the original. I hated him with- 


out knewing him; after ſeeing 


him 1 abhorred him. What an 


abominable figure! his eyes were 


gloomy and ſavage; he had a 


wild ſtare, a pale and livid com- 
plexion, a true phyſiognomy of a 
reprobate. Uglineſs may be over- 
looked, but ſuch faces as his are 
not to be tolerated. Oh ! the naſty 
creature Fo 


With this wretch was I com- 


pelled to paſs the ſaddeſt and moſt 


diſagreeable 
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diſagreeable of nights: he muſt 


have perceived my averſion for 
him. Day at length appeared, 
and put an end to my torture. 
My mother, who had ſlept in the 
houſe, and officiated the night 


before as bride-maid to ſee us 


bedded, came in as J was getting 
up. I hurried into the next room 
to avoid an inſupportable ſcene. 
When ſhe had ſettled her ac- 
counts with his Lordſhip, ſhe took 


leave. He ordered her at parting, 
to remove me to the houſe of the 


bailiff who had been the firſt ne- 


gociator, and there to wait his or- 


ders. Three weeks elapſed without 


our hearing from him. My mo- 


ther 


anne 
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ther daily expected he would ſend 
us ſome rich preſent, and was 
quite aſtoniſhed, at the expiration 
of that time, on being informed 
that lady V——rs was proclaimed 
the adored idol of Lord P—y's 
affections, and that ſhe was per- 
fectly at liberty to provide me 
with another gallant. This ſad 
news confounded her. The flat- 
tering ideas ſhe had indulged, had 
turned her brain, She had in- 
croached upon a fortune which 
ſhe conſidered as certain. Credi- 
tors will not hear reaſon. Hers 
had no merey ; furniture, plate, 
jewels, every thing was ſwallowed 
up; and we were once more un- 


der 
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der the neceſſity of putting up 
with ready furniſhed lodgings; 
The loſs of my dear Ned C——y 


was what grieved me moſt, but 


there was no help for it ; he was 


not willing to expoſe himſelf a 


ſecond time. - The diſorder of our 


circumſtances induced my mother 


to leave me for a while: ſhe ſet 


off for Caſtle Ford; I was not 


much afflicted at her departure. 


I was at liberty, and could fol- 


low my inclinations without con- 


ſtraint. I began to be. tired of 
the dependency in which I had 
hitherto lived, and at length 


found it was time to relinquiſh 


a guar dian- 
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guardianſhip, and act for my- 


| elf. 


1 lodged in Jermyn-ſtreet, The 
Honourable Mr. H——rt, who 


has a ſeraglio in different quarters 
of the metropolis, ſaw and loved 


me. He came in perſon to aſ- 


ſure me of the poſſeſſion of his 
heart. His antique little figure 


did not ſuit me at all; but the 


rank of favourite Sultana, which 


he offered me, made me open my 
eyes; my vanity was flattered by 
it; I accepted without heſitation 
ſuch ſplendid conditions, and 


which alſo gave me a ſuperiority 
over all my rivals. Seeing me ſo 


favourably diſpoſed, he bought 
me 


— 
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me ſome faſhionable dreſſes, and 


carried me to Great Marlborough- 
ſtreet, where lived two of his 
confidential procureſſes, to whom 
he had committed the direction 
of his private amuſements. I on- 
ly remained there two days. He 


had taken care, during this ſhort 
Interval, to furniſh a handſome 


houſe for me in Clarges-ſtreet ; 2 


ſituation worthy of my late ele- 
vation. I went to take poſſeſſion 


of this new reſidence. H——rt 
was there to receive me. He ac- 


coſted me with all the rhetorick 
of his old intrigues, and ſpoke 
of his love, as a paſſion whoſe: 


ſole object was the pleaſure of 
making 
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making me happy. He aſſured 
me that his aſſiduity ſhould con- 
vince me of it, and that his great 
ü regard for me had prompted him 


to take the wifeſt precautions for 


preſerving my chaſte virtue, and 


protecting my innocent charms 


from profane pillage. Lovely 
Louiſa, Mm added he, © true love i Is 
| always accompanied by jealouſy ; ; 
it is the Proof of a refined ſoul. 


Mine cannot be reproached on 
that head; I adore you with all 


poſſible delicacy. Oh! that we 


were in Aſia! I ſhould there en- 
joy the ſatisfaction of ſeeing you 
ſurrounded by ſome ſacred guar- 
dians of female virtue: you would 3 
Vol. I N be 


ö EE 
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be happy, and my ſecurity would 
be perfect. Sages of the Eaſt, 
how prudent are your cuſtoms l 
And why muſt we, by our negli- 
gence, be deprived of ſo ſure, 
and ſo convenient a method of 
making ourſelves eaſy ?” I wiſhed 
to diſſipate his fears, and make 
him underſtand that I was a wo- 
man of ſentiment, and capable 
. of the moſt ſcrupulous fidelity, 
I have not the ſmalleſt doubt of 
it,” replied he; ** what I ſay is on- 
ly by way of converſation. But 
ſtill my dear, you muſt agree with 
me, that a cunuch-1 is a very uſeful 
attendant on women leſs virtuous | 
than yourſelf, 1 would even 
8 15 ' make 
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make a bet that you would be 


glad to have ſome about you. I 
am ſafe in your virtue and pru- 
dence ; but ſometimes moments 


occur, wh. the obſervance of 


this precept is obnoxious to us; 
then the fear of doing amiſs 


obliges us to be upon our guard. 
Is it not far more agreeable to 


have nothing to apprehend, and 


to be able to brave a danger which 
we know to be involuntary ? 8 
will always maintain it. The 


cuſtom of having eunuchs 1s a 


good one, and perhaps it will 


come in vogue here ſome day. 
In the mean time, my adorable 


darling, thank me for the trou- 


N 2 ble 
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ble J have taken, to make up for 


it. After this you cannot doubt 


the ſincerity of my ſentiments. 


Amongſt fome curioſities I have 


had ſent me from Italy, is a ma- 
chine of a moſt wonderful in- 
vention. The women are much 
indebted to the contriver of it. 
It is an infallible ſecret againſt 


alarms, and tranquilizes the paſ- 


ſions. Should you not like to 


ſce ſo curious a toy, my Queen? 
In ſaying this, he took the rari- 


ty out of his pocket, and Pre- 
ſented it to me. I could not 
avoid la ughing at the ſight of it. 


« Youlaugh,” ſaid he; that's co- 
mical enough. But, my dear girl, 
pray 


K — 8 . 7 
FR - - 7 7 
2 "0 f a 8 * N 1 ** 3 8 3 x e 
r JS 
P 
* 


WOMAN' OF” INTRIGUE. 149 
pray be a little civil; let us ſee 
whether it will fit you well.“ 

My laughing fit {till continu- 


ed. I could not conceive that 
It ſpoke ſeriouſly, till at 


laſt I faw that he was in down- 
right earneſt. As my affections 
were not then engaged, I cared 

very little for my lover's jealouſy 
depriving me of the uſe of a 


thing which was unſerviceable to 
me. I acquieſced in the moſt 


handſome manner. He was quite 


delighted to find me flatter his 
vanity with ſo much frankneſs ; 


he ſaid, and did a thouſand ex- 
travagant things. Ah! my ſweet 


love, exclaimed he, I have you 


pl 


N 3 faſt 
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faſt; you ſhall be chained, you 


little rogue. What a pity, that 


ſuch faſcinating charms ſhould be 
expoſed to the violation of ſome 
villain who would not be ſen- 
{ible of their worth!” What, you 
lock them up, "cried TI! © Yes,” re- 
plied he, © it is for your good.” 
However he kiſſed his priſoner 
with incredible raptures. Well,” 
continued he, © Ithink you a thou- 
fand times handſomer, ſince you 
may be ſo with impunity. One 
mare kiſs —I cannot contain the 
exceſs of my extaſy. 1 ſhall take 
away the key; ; I beheve I need 
not defire you to take care of the 
bokF-i 1 
When 
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When J found myſelf alone, 
1 18 to examine carefully the 
texture of the bonds that held 
my charms in captivity. On con- 
ſidering the due proportion of 


the inſtrument, ſome flight ſcru- 


ples aroſe in my conſcience. 1 
had no deſire of going aſtray, but 


women are fond of having it in 
their power to do ſo. Prudence 
is advantageous. enough when it 


is the mere reſult of inclination. 


N ſuppreſſed theſe reflections as 


improper, and took fome turns 


in my drawing-room, to accuſtom 


myſelf to wear this . ridiculous 
girdle, It was a little trouble- 


ſome 
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ſome to me at firſt, but habit 


makes every thing familiar. 
l was pretty quiet for a month, 
and lived as happy as it is poſſi- 


ble to be, when the heart is diſ- 
engaged. Hirt ſpared nothing 


to procure me all the appendages 


of pleaſure. I nevertheleſs be- 


gan to grow tired of this regular 


life, when Lord Ln came 


and rouſed me from my lethar- 


Lord L——n enjoyed the ad- 


vantages of an agreeable perſon, 


united with all thegracesof youth; 
voluptuous, diſſipated, and beg- 
garing himſelf in purſuit of plea- 
fare, for which his prodigality 
ws was 
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was exceſſive. I was exceedingly 
prepoſſeſſed in his favour at firſt 

| fight. He made me a declaration 
of his paſſion, and I would glad- 
ly have alleviated his ſufferings, 
but a cruel obſtacle prevented 
MERE 3 
- I then perceived the error I had 
committed in conſenting to the 
impriſonment of my deſires, I 
regretted -my liberty ; love had 
opened my eyes, and made me 
conſider the diſagreeableneſs of 
my ſituation. I endeavoured in 
vain to mitigate the miſery of it, 


but my heart was inconſolable. 
One day that I lay abed later than 

ordinary, Lord L—=—n came 
| ſuddenly 
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him too well to be incenſed at his 


left his place to fit upon the bed. 


my looks informed him of his tri- 


laid he, © may I believe that you 
are not inſenſible, and that you will 
allow me to 4 Stop,” cried 


ſuddenly into my room. I loved 


taking this liberty. He ſat down 
by my bed ſide; but ſoon find. 
ing himſelf too far from me, he 


He warmly intreated me to take pi- 
ty on him. Moved by his preſence, 
I was but too much inclined. to give 
him ſome proofsof my fenſibility. 
My eyes were firmly fixed on his, 
and I was incapable of making 
him any reply. The tenderneſs of 


umph. « My adorable Louiſa,” 
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Lo Stop What are you about? 


Yes, Ido love you. Leave off then. 


No, I cannot make you happy.” | 
And who can oppoſe my happi- 


neſs,” anſwered he, © if you love 
me?” « Alas ! “ replied I, © acruet 
obſtacle————.” At theſe words | 


the tears trickled down my cheeks, 
% Youcry,” ſaid he, mydear life! 


Alas! have I had the misfortune 
to offend you? Speak, am I hate- 
ful to you?” „Ah!“ regomed1, I 


ſhould' be leſs afflicted, if I did 


not love you. Why muſti . My 
tears increaſed ſo faſt that I could 


ſay no more. I did nothing but 


ſob and figh. His lordſhip, ſur- 


priſed at this unexpected calami-. 


ty, was at a loſs to account for 


my 


1365 - MEMOIRS OF A 

my being in ſuch an alarming 
condition, „ 
He tried to conſole me by his 


careſſes. I thruſt him away. My 


reſiſtance inflamed his deſires. 
* Good heavens!” ſaid I, what 


torment! Be quiet then, or you 
will drive me mad. Oh! for 
pity's fake, my dear L-—n, I 
will not ſuffer —— — —No, cruel 
 wretch.”——Ah !—He till went 


on in ſpite of my ſhricks. The odi- 


ous myſtery was now going to 
be explained. Love ſeconded his 
temerity, and haſtened my de- 
feat. My ſtrength failed me, 
and my trembling hands could 
no longer hold the remains of a 

3 e e Þ 1, 


. 


WOMAN OF INTRIGUE, 137 


| Hheet which till then had ſerved 
me as a ſkreen. « You leave me 
no alternative, you wicked fel- 


T 


low,” cried I, in a tranſport of 
grief and love. Well, abandon 
yourſelf to the frenzy that poſ- 
ſelles you, and know the whole 
extent of my misfortune.” : | 

I covered my face to conceal 
my ſhame from the eyes of my 
lover. Ido not know what ef- 
fect this firſt proſpect had on 
bim; he did not ſpeak for ſome 
time. © Is this a dream,” ſaid he, 
mm breaking filence ! „What, a 
lock! And what barbarian has 
dared to load with ignominious 
chains, the only objects worthy 
„ of 
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of being adored ?” His tranſports 
interrupted his exclamations. 
He eagerly ſurveyed the charms 
diſplayed to his view. I was 
ſet on fire by his burning careſles. 
He gave way to the raptures of 
the moſt violent love. Often 
ready to expire at the gates of 
pleaſure, he attempted to over- 
come the barrier that ſtood be- 
tween us. Uſeleſs efforts ! The 
temple of voluptuouſneſs was in- 
acceſſible to his homage. "At 
length, yielding to deſpair, and 
the impetuoſity of his deſires, he 
blindly offered his ſacrifice againſt 
one of the outſide pillars of the 
edifice. This made him more 
tractable; 
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tractable ; he harkened to reaſon. 
Te was neceſlary to poſtpone till 
the next morning, the ſurrender 
of a place which could not be 
carried by ſtorm. 3 

„ good honeſt lockſmith took 
our part, and made us a key, with 
which we releaſed Love fr om his 
confinement. Pleaſure took wing 
and amply made up for the time 
we had loſt. I concerted my 
plans ſo well, that Mr. H rt 
could not detect our intimacy 3 
however, the exertion of my di- 
ligence gave me infinite trouble. 
Although he ought not to have 
ſuſpected my fidelity after the 


ingenious precaution he had 


-Q 2 made 
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made uſe of, his jealouſy kept 
him in continual uneaſineſs. I 
was conſtantly obliged to be up- 
on my guard; ſuch miſplaced 
diffidence tired me out. I felt 
| myſelf nearly diſpofed to fall out 
with him. A ſhabby trick that 
he played me completed his diſ- 
grace, and plainly diſcovered my 
diſcontent. 7” 
He had ſent me ſome very 
handfome diamonds to ſport at a 
maſquerade. The laſtre of the 
jewels ſtruck my fancy. I conſi- 
dered them as a preſent. This 
flattering idea was ſoon baniſhed ; 


he ſent to demand them from me 


the next morning, becauſe, ſaid 
he. 
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he, theſe trinkets are the pro- 
perty of my wife. A fine reaſon 
indeed ! However, I was forced 
to be ſatisfied with it, and ſend 
them back. I ſcarce need ſay 
that I was exaſperated at fuch a 
mean proceeding. Lord 1 
coming in unexpectedly, quired 
the cauſe of my ill humour, and 
adviſed me to cut with a man 
who acted fo unhandſomely. I 
deſired his Lordſhip to wait till 
he returned. Ie came in ſoon 
after, and, amazed at ſeeing a | 
man tete-a-tite with me, aſked 


to ſpeak a word to me in private. 


All explanations are unneceſſary, 
03 Sir, 
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* 79 o | x » . 
Sir,” ſaid I: © I beg you will ceaſe 


to honour me with your viſits: 


Apropos, Sir, have I not ſent: 
you back all your trinkets? I have 


one ſtill remaining, which Lam 


going to deliver into your owir 
hands.“ At the ſame time, I took 
the key that Lord L-—n had 


given me, and undid in his pre- 


ſence the myſterious girdle, which 
1 reſtored! to him with ſuch fits 
of laughter, as put him quite 
out of countenance, and he with- 


drew without ſpeaking a word. 
Lord n immediately made 
me ſhift my quarters. 1 went to 
an elegant houſe in Gerrard- 
ſtreet, Soho. The life I led with 
his 
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His Lordſhip was very different 


from that I quitted. Every day 


ſome new diverfion, frequent ſup- 


pers, a great deal of company; 


parties to the country, public 


places, and gaming; there was 


not an inſtant unoccupied. What | 


an azreeable way of living! I 
ſhould have been happy if my 
lover's income had been adequate 
to the prodigious propenſity we 
both indulged for pleaſure. But 


it often happened that we were 


puzzled for money when he had 
a run of ill luck. The want of 
regular ſupplies obliged us to have 


recourſe to uſurers. Thoſe fel- 


tows are capricious. Sometimes 


they 


upon himſelf the trouble of be- 
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they were obdurate to a res 


Other ways and means were de- 


viſed. 


furniture and equipages made 
One .of 
 L——n's friends, a very obliging | 


up the deficiency. 


young man, and for whom I ſhall 


ever preſerve the preateſt regard, 


was ſometimes pleaſed to take 


ing our ſteward; and had it not 
been for him, the faſting couple 
would have been often reſtricted 


to a diet very incapable of ſuſtain- 


ing nature. 


1 viſibly fell away, and be 
myſelf on the point of being as 


The ſuperfluity of my 


aukwardly ſituated as 1 was on 
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my arrival in London ; when my 


mother, who had only retired in 


order to project more leiſurely 


ſome ſchemes of fupport, wrote 


to me from the country, to ac- 


quaint me with the departure of 


Sir James L———r 10 whom ſhe 


had given my addreſs. This ſup- 


ply came very ſeaſonably. The 
| Baronet called to ſee me. I re- 


ceived him like a guardian angel. 


Lord L——n was turned out of 


favour. The unfortunate are al- 


ways in the wrong. Sir James 


offered all at once to ſhare: with 


me his immenſe wealth. Though 


he was not in the prime of youth, 
yet he was able to create de- 
1 ſir es. 
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flew. 10 was prepoſſeſſed with his 


generous behaviour. He loves 


gold, but it appeared. to me that 


he loved me ſtill more. As he is 


a little capricious, I had ſome- 


times to endure his extravagant 


whims. He is alſo miſtruſttul ; 


this! is a fault Which T have not. 


been able to overlook i in the men. 


I know not whether this imper- 


fection be with him 2 conſtituti- 
onal or an habitual VICE. Per- 


haps too it might have been the 


effect of the injurious reports 
that were circulated to my preju- 
dice. Let it be as it may, I ſtuck 


cloſe to him: experience had 


taught me not to break any more 
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ks I was 5 moſt aa f 


- conſtant to him, and, as he ſin- 


cerely loved me, I found out the 


ſecret of pacifying him, when any 
thing ſeemed to alarm him. The 


privilege he gave me of making uſe 


wk pry 


of his fortune, put it in my pow= 


er to figure away amongſt ſome 
of the firſt rate divinities at Ra- 


nelagh. Theſe inchanting beau- 


ties, proof againſt time, pre- 


ſerve, in ſpite of their labours, 


a perpetual bloom. I concluded 
from the model in queſtion, that. 


my charms were bewitched, and 


A nobleman of great rank and 


a 5 „ faſhion, 


had the vanity to imitate them. 
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_ faſhion, whoſe time is divided 


between the court, the turf, and 


the opera, ſighed for me. I was 


ambitious of meriting the appro- 


bation of ſo great a connoiſ- 


ſeur in the art of painting. Sir 


James I. r took offence at my 


purſuing this glorious career; 
his jealouſy was awakened, and, 
as I could not poſſibly make him 


reaſonable, he took leave of me. 


TI had fortunately provided againſt 
this. accident; my prudence and 
ceconomy have enabled me to 
ſupport my rank, in ſpite of his 


deſerting 8 
As I deteſt idleneſs, the ſtate 
of widowdood has diſguſted me ; 


and I have lately found a ſuc- 


ceſſor 
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cefſor to Sir James I——r. A 
young Ruſſian nobleman has im- 
bibed a flame from my eyes, which 
all the ice of the north cannot ex- 
tinguiſh; at leaſt I am of that 
opinion. We yet enjoy the firſt 
tranſports of a loving couple in 
the honey moon. Lam in my one 
and twentieth year, and may have 
to encounter various changes of 
ſituation. If hereafter any thing 
ſhould happen to me that appears 
worthy of the attention of the pu- 
blic, I will take care to commu- 


nicate it to them. 
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